
Daily Readings: 
Day 1:  Book of Hope,4.1-4.3 
Day 2:  Book of Hope, 4.4-4.7 
Day 3:  Book of Hope, 4.8-4.12 
Day 4:  Book of Hope,4.13-4.19 
Day 5:  Book of Hope, 4.20-4.26 
Day 6:  Book of Hope, 4.27-4.32 
Day 7:  Book of Hope, 4.33-4.38 

 
For INTRO to “BOOK of HOPE”, see  

Lesson 33 
            The SYNOPTIC PROBLEM 

(Halley, p.486,24th edition) 
            Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called the 
Synoptic (Greek, “seeing together”) Gospels, because 
they give the same general view of Christ’s life...Their 
authorship, mutual relations, and possible connection 
with a common original is called the “Synoptic 
problem.” 
                By some it is thought that Mark’s was the 
earliest of the Gospels, and that Matthew enlarged 
Mark’s, and that Luke made use of both. Others think 
that Matthew wrote first, and that Mark made an 
abridged edition of Matthew’s Gospel. 
                It is not necessary to think that Matthew, Mark 
or Luke quoted from or in any way made use of the 
others. The events of Jesus’ life and His sayings were 
repeated orally for years by the apostles and others, and 
were in common circulation among Christians. They 
were the substance of the daily preaching of the apostles. 
                It is likely that, from the beginning, many of 
these things were written down, some perhaps in a mere 
fragmentary way, others in more complete form. And 
when Matthew, Mark, and Luke wrote their Gospels, 
they chose that which suited their purpose from the fund 
of knowledge oral or written which was common 
possession of and in general circulation among 
Christians, to much of which Matthew had been an 
eyewitness, and which they themselves had told times 
without number. 

QUESTIONS, A  YEAR of OPPOSITION(4) 
(Book of Hope Questions 40-59,pp 155-156) 

1. How can we get workers out to the field?(4.1)  
______________________________________ 

2. This mission was only for ___________(4.2) 
3. Where were the 12 to stay & for how long?(4.2) 
______________________________________ 
4. What clues that  a greater “commission” is in 
mind. (4.2)______________________________ 
______________________________________ 
6. What two “pictures” are given to disciples to 
comfort them  in the face of persecution?(4.2)  
_________________________________________ 
7. Does Jesus give peace?(4.2)_______________ 
8. What various rumors arose about who Jesus was? 
(4.3)___________________________________ 
9. Why was John beheaded?(4.3)_____________ 
______________________________________ 
10. Why the “retreat”?How was it cut short?(4.4)
_______________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
11. How did the “5000” miracle begin?(4.4)______ 
______________________________________ 
12. What was the reaction following the miracle?
(4.4)____________________________ 
13.After walking on water, what happened when 
they  got  back  in  the  boat?(4 .5)
___________________ 
14. How inclusive was Jesus, when responding to 
sick bodies and faith?(4.6)___________________ 
15. What puzzled the crowd?(4.7,p.52)__________ 
______________________________________ 
16. What did Jesus know about their hearts?(4.7, 
top of p. 53)________________________________ 
17. Who is the bread ?(4.7,p.53 middle)__________ 
18. “How can this man give us His flesh to 
eat?”(4.7,p.54&4.8)________________________ 
______________________________________ 
19. Who turned away, according to Jesus, at the 
“hard” sayings?(4.8)_______________________ 
20. To avoid confusion, what does Jesus say about 
human flesh?(4.8)_________________________ 
21.What kind of “washing” is contested here?(4.9, 
p55 top)_______________________ 
22. What is “Corban” and how was it abused?(4.9, 
p55 middle)______________________________ 
______________________________________ 
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23. What “parable” needed explaining?(4.9,55, 
bottom)_______________________________ 
24. How do you explain Jesus’ actions & words to 
the Canaanite woman?(4.10)________________ 
_____________________________________ 
25. What was unusual about the healing of the 
m u t e  a n d  d e a f  m a n ? ( 4 . 1 1 )
______________________ 
26. What reason is given for the feeding of the 
4,000?(4.12)____________________________ 
27. What is “the sign of Jonah”?(4.13)(see also 
Matthew 12:39-40)_______________________ 
28. What was the “yeast” of the Pharisees?(4.14) 
______________________________________ 
29. Describe yet another variation in the healing of 
the blind man of Bethsaida.(4.15)_____________ 
_____________________________________ 
30. Was the church to be built on Peter?(4.16)___ 
______________________________________ 
31. What cautions are shown in 4.15 & 4.16?____ 
______________________________________ 
32. What changes the whole atmosphere of the 
ministry in 4.17?__________________________ 
33. Is Peter now cursed?(4.17)_______________ 
34. Is there a possible connection between the end 
of 4.17 and the beginning of 4.18?
_______________ 
35. What were Jesus, Moses, and Elijah speaking 
about on the mount?(4.18)__________________ 
36. Elijah “will restore” but “has already come”. 
Explain. (4.18)___________________________ 
37. Do you think Jesus was upset with the man’s or 
the disciples’ lack of faith, or both?(4.19)
_________ 
38. What is here taught about demonic 
strongholds?(4.19)_________________________ 
39. Did Jesus pay taxes because they were “fair”? 
________Then why?(4.21)__________________ 
40. How is the “denominational” spirit addressed 
in 4.22?__________________________________ 
41. Did Jesus believe in the “fire of hell”?(4.22)
____ 
42. Any significance to the term “little ones”?
(4.22) 
______________________________________ 
43.List the 3 steps in dealing with offending 
brothers:(4.23)___________________________ 
______________________________________ 
44. What makes “agreement”work?(4.23)________ 
45. Jesus teaches that what is necessary for us to 
walk in the forgiveness of God?(4.24)
___________ 
46. How much does it cost to follow Jesus?(4.25) 
_______________________________________ 

47. Why the brothers’  urging toward publicity?
(4.26)___________________________ 
48. Why does the world hate Jesus?(4.26)_______ 
______________________________________ 
49. State the mixed opinions about Jesus.(4.26)
____ 
______________________________________ 
50. How did Jesus know so much without 
studying?(4.27)____________________________ 
51. Jesus reasons that if circumcision can be a 
sabbath activity, so can _________________(4.27) 
52. Comment on the confusion surrounding Jesus’ 
origin.(4.28, 1st & last paragraphs)_____________ 
______________________________________ 
53. Why did they try, and why did they fail, to 
catch Jesus  here?(4.28,  p .65 top)
__________________ 
______________________________________ 
54.  Why didn’t the temple guards arrest Jesus?
(4.29)_____________________________ 
55. What effect had Jesus had on Nicodemus?
(4.29) 
______________________________________ 
56. What was going on when a woman was 
d r a g g e d  b e f o r e  J e s u s ? ( 4 . 3 0 )
________________________ 
(and where was the man?) 
57. What two reasons does Jesus give for 
demanding to be heard?(4.31, p.66)
______________________ 
58. What causes one to “die in his sins”?(4.31, 
p.67)  
________________________________________ 
59. How could Jesus say these Jews were not 
“Abraham’s children”?(4.32)_________________ 
______________________________________ 
60.Who was their true “father”?(4.33)__________ 
61. In 4.34, Jesus says something that causes the 
Jews to pick up stones. What?________________ 
62. What assumption was made by the disciples 
a bout  the  man born  b l ind?(4 .35)
________________ 
63. What “conclusions” were reached by the 
Pharisees, the people, and the healed man?(4.36, 
p.69)__________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
64. Why were the parents unhelpful?(4.36,p.70)  
______________________________________ 
65. Why did the Pharisees get angry with the 
h e a l e d  m a n ? ( 4 . 3 6 )
______________________________ 
66. Who are the “other” sheep alluded to by Jesus?
(4.38)_____________________________ 
67. How did Jesus’ words “divide” the Jews?(4.38) 
_________________________________________


