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| sarted out asa“liberd” intellectua who was prgudiced againgt Chrigtianity. | had been taught to
believe that Chrigtians were gullible people who were ether stupid or uneducated. | was basicaly an
agnogtic who didn’'t know or care whether God existed. For me, the idea of God was irrdlevant. |
looked to science, psychology, and politics to save mankind from its problems.

During my senior year in high schooal, | fel in love with ayoung man who was adevout Catholic. That
was my firgt encounter with someone who srongly believed in God. | may have met Chrigtians before
that, but they didn’'t make their Chrigtian beliefs known to me.

This young man had aqudity about him that was different from anything thet | had encountered before.
He prayed. Heloved God. He was aman of principle and integrity. Hislife was guided by his
religious beliefs. He had hope. He had akind of compassion and respect for people that | had not seen
before. There was something different about him. | didn’t know what it was, but whatever it was, |
wanted it. | figured thet it had something to do with hisrdligion, so | started taking ingruction in
Catholicism. The young man moved overseas and | didn’t see him again, but | continued studying
Caholiciam.

During my first year of college| mgored in biology. | dso studied French and Latin. | went to aloca
priest every week for ingtruction. Under his direction, | sudied many books including the “ Batimore
Catechism” and biographies of well known modern Catholics. Thiswasin the days of the Latin Mass,
before there was aforma catechumen program. When | returned home for the summer, | found
another priest to continue my ingtruction.

Duetoillness| did not return to college the following year. For severd years| continued to study with
that priest, while working to earn money for college. The priest gave me more books to study including
theworks of C.S. Lewisand G.K. Chesterton, and a series of booklets on Scripture. (Therewasa
booklet for each book of the Bible. On each page, the top haf of the page contained Scripture and the
bottom half contained a Catholic commentary about those chapters of Scripture.)

My job was close to a Catholic Church, and | went to Mass during lunch hour. | prayed for God to
give mefaith. | was praying even though | wasn't surethat God existed. My very first prayer was,
“God, if You're out there, show me.” | didn’t take communion because | wasn't aCatholic. | only
said as much of the Apostles Creed as | actudly believed. It was along time before | could even say
the opening phrase, 1 believein God’.



C.S. Lewiswas agreat help to me. He was a brilliant man whose books “Miracles’ and “Mere
Chrigtianity” dedlt with my intellectud barriersto believing in God. | read those books many times. |
aso read everything ese | could find that Lewis had written, including collections of his essays, his
autobiography, a collection of his poems, collections of his letters, hiswritings about English literature,
his“Narnia’ series, and his science fiction trilogy. | aso read books written by Lewis friends. CK.
Chesterton, Dorothy Sayers, and JR.R. Tolkien. Dorothy Sayers collection of essays about Christian
doctrine was very helpful. [Note 1] Even works of Chrigtian fiction were helpful, because they taught
me alot about Chrigtian friendships, Chrigtian character, and Godly ways of responding to stressful and
dangerous Stuaions. (With the exception of the Catholic young man, | had not yet seen thismodded in
red life)

After several years | was baptized a Roman Catholic. Soon afterwards, my brother aso became a
Catholic. Hisingruction was through group classes. | attended those classes with him. | was hungry to
learn anything that | could about God.

| went back to school. | attended a Catholic college where | mgored in Religious Education. | enjoyed
Metaphysics and some of my classes. However, my classes on Scripture taught a lot of modern “higher
criticiam,” and some of my Religious Education teachers taught things that seemed to be contrary to the
officid teachings of the Catholic Church. | found a priest who was conservative, and | checked
teachings out with him to see if they were the officid teaching of the Catholic Church. Because | no
longer trusted the teachings of the Religious Education department, | changed mgjors.

When | entered the convent, | was careful to choose a conservative one which followed the officid
teachings of the Catholic Church. My training for religious life included studying the documents of the
Second Vatican Counsdl, other books relating to Catholic doctrine, and biographies of well known
sants.

| spent over two years as a postulant and anovice. After two years of training and preparation, our
mother superior decided that | should not make vows. The purpose of being anoviceisfor the leaders
of the convent, as well as the candidate, to decide whether or not the candidate should go ahead and
take vows. If the candidate does take vows, at firdt they are temporary, for oneyear a atime. There
are dill years of testing and discerning before permanent vows are teken. At least, that's how it was
done at our convent. | left the convent on good terms and have been in contact with the ssters from
time to time Snce then.

| believe that decison for me to leave the convent was God's protection, because we didn't get regular
physical examinations at our convent; we only saw adoctor if we wereredly sick. When | got home,
my parents had me get aphyscad examination. | had pre-cancerous polypsin my colon. A few years
later | had cancer in both breasts. (A doctor found the lumps during aroutine physical exam.) If | had
gayed in the convent, | would have died of colon cancer and breast cancer.  (Dying is never fun. But
being esten up with cancer is definitely not my choice of how to do it, if it can be avoided.)



Our mother superior was very careful about which priests she dlowed to say Mass a our convent. We
had priests who were loya to God and to the Catholic Church. They believed both the Bible and
Church Tradition. They were faithful men.

When | |&ft the convent and went to live with my parents, | couldn't find prietslike that. The locdl
priests seemed to have little faith and little loydty, either to God or to the Catholic Church. | remember
one Mass where the homily [a short sermon] was so distiressing that | 1eft intears. | stayed outside,
weeping. But then | went back in, in order to take communion. |1 tried every Catholic Church in town,
but I couldn't find agood priest anywhere.

The problem is that these days, many seminaries teach things which are contrary to the officid teaching
of the Catholic Church. A friend of mine left the seminary because he fdlt that his professors were
destroying hisfaith. There are Catholic theologians who openly question foundationd Chrigtian
doctrines like the Incarnation and the Resurrection. Some Catholic theologians even question the
existence of God, or else redefine “God” in such away that He seems meaningless and irrdlevant. |
don't understand it. If they redlly believe that suff, then they have no business cdling themsdves
Catholics. But they do. And people listen to them -- especidly in seminaries. (Maachi Martin
discusses Catholic theologians Pierre Tellhard de Chardin, Karl Rahner, Hans Kung, Charles Curran
and othersin his book, “The Jesuits: The Society of Jesus and the Betrayd of the Roman Catholic
Church.” Fr. Martin was a Jesuit priest, a Vatican indgder, and the persona confessor of Pope John
XXI111). [Note 2]

Meanwhile, my parents had become Chrigtians. They had joined alittle Methodist church where the
pastor believed the Bible and loved the people. Because the local Catholic Churches were distressing,
| garted going to early morning Mass (out of duty) and then atending the Methodist church with my
parents. When they joined another Scripturally based Protestant church, | followed them there, while
gl attending early morning Mass on Sundays. | did the splitsfor years.

My brother became adevout Catholic. He assisted the priests at Mass for many years. Helived
severd hours drive away from us. We had atradition that on Easter and Christmas, he would come
vigt and we would go to Midnight Mass together.

One Chrigtmas, at Midnight Mass, the priest taught that the Christmas story as presented in the Bibleis
basicdly a piousfairy tale to make people fed good, but it has nothing to do with redity. My brother
got so angry that he wanted to jump up and shout, "Are we here to celebrate it or to debate it?”

The next day, we went to church with our parents. The pastor there told us that Daniel had been in
charge of the "wise men" of Babylon (magi). Therefore, they knew about Baalam's prophecy thet the
King of the Jewswould be heradded by a gar. Ther rdigion included watching the sarsfor Sgns. So
when they saw the specid dar, they redized that it Sgnded the coming of this specid King of the Jews.
Also, one of thair functions was to decide who the vaid king wasiif there was a controversy abot it.
So when they came to confirm that Jesus was truly the King of the Jews, they were fulfilling their officia
function.



Needless to say, the contrast was striking. And troubling. | did alot of praying after that. By the
following Eagter, | had left the Catholic Church and joined my parents church.

| didn't know what to tell my brother and his wife, because they were coming to vist a Eagter, and | did
not want to go to Midnight Masswith them. We had along, avkward telephone conversation. Then |
finaly told them. They gtarted laughing. They had aso Ieft the Catholic Church, and were in the
process of vigting different churches, trying to find a church home.

Since then | have been struggling with issues reated to Catholicism. The papers | have written have
emerged from that struggle.
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