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Preface

In the early 1900's a famous basebd | player was accused of chegating. Unfortunately, the accusation
proved to betrue. A young fan met the basebdl player and said, "Say it an't so!"

| have often felt that way while doing research about the Roman Catholic Church. Sometimes it has
caused me so much digtress that it has adversdly affected my hedith.

However, the truth is precious, even when it is painful. Our God is Truth incarnate. (John 14:6; Romans
3:4) And He promised that the truth would set us free. (John 8:32)

Please read the poems at the end of thisbook. They will help you see these issues from the long-term
perspective of God's love and faithfulness.

May the Lord bless you, protect you, guard you, and guide you. And may Hereved Himsdlf to you in
anew way.

Mary Ann Callins
February 19, 2002



Chapter 1

| ntroduction

Since | left the Roman Catholic Church to join a Scripturaly based Protestant church, | have wrestled
with various issues reating to Catholicism.  Some papers emerged from that struggle.

Then one morning | woke up thinking, “I need to look up ‘Anathema’ in the ‘ Catholic Encyclopedia .”
It was like this idea had been downloaded in my head while | was degping.

| looked it up. That was the beginning of three months of intense research and writing, which resulted in
thisbook. You may be surprised at what | discovered. | certainly was.

| discovered that there is something behind Catholicism whichis not obvious &t firgt, something which is
quite different from the modern public image.

How can we see what thisis? By looking at how the Catholic Church has behaved when it wasin a
postion of power, and therefore it was able to do what it redlly wanted to do. And by looking a some
officid Catholic documents which show a surprisng sde of the Catholic Church.



Chapter 2

Anathemas

According to the 1913 ediition of the “ Catholic Encyclopedia,” when the Catholic Church anathematizes
someone, the Pope ritudly puts curses on them. Thereis a solemn written ritud for doing this. The
“Catholic Encyclopedia’ article describes the ritud in detail, including extensive quotations from it. [This
aticleisavaladeon-line. Note 1 givesits address]

In pronouncing the anathema, the Pope wears specia vestments. He is asssted by twelve priests
holding lighted candles. Calling on the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Pope
pronounces a solemn ecclesiagtical curse. He ends by declaring, “We judge him condemned to eterna
fire with Satan and his angels and dl the reprobate’. The priestsreply, “Fiat!” (Let it be done!) and
throw down their candles.

Aswe will see, the Catholic Church consders heresy (disagreement with Catholic doctrine) to be a
crime. The Council of Trent, and other Church councils, declare that any person who disagrees with
even one of thelr doctrinal statements is thereby anathematized. \When the Pope pronounces an
anathema, heis said to be passing sentence on acrimind.

The *“Catholic Encyclopedia’ says that the anathemaritua is“well caculated to striketerror to the
criminal and bring him to a sate of repentance’. (Emphasis added.)

For those whose crime is heresy, repentance means renouncing everything that they have said or done
which conflicts with Catholic doctrine. In other words, they have to renounce their own conscience and
discernment, and the conclusions which they reached in their best efforts to understand Biblicd
principles. And they have to submit their minds and wills unconditiondly to every officia doctrind
declaration of the Catholic Church. Aswe will see, Canon Law saysthat this unquestioning submission
of the mind and will is required.

According to the 1913 edition of the “ Catholic Encyclopedia,” a person’sreigious beief is“outsde the
redm of free private judgment”. Thisis congstent with the pirit behind anathemétizing people. [This
atideisavalable on-line. Note 2 givesits address.]

The present Pope (John Paul 11) has issued a new edition of Roman Catholic Canon Law. According
to Canon 752, whenever the Pope or the college of bishops makes a declaration concerning faith or
morals, “the Chridian faithful” are requiredto give “ardigious submission of the intellect and will” to it.
Furthermore, they must “take care to avoid those things which do not agree with it”. [Note 3] Soitis
againg Roman Catholic Canon Law for “the Chrigtian faithful” to doubt or deny or dispute any Catholic



doctrine. If something is againgt the law, then any person who doesit commits a crime, which makes
them acriminad. Canon Law has punishments for such criminds.

ENFORCEMENT

According to Canon 1311, The Catholic Church hasthe right “to coer ce offending members of the
Chrigtian faithful”. (Emphasisadded.) Canon 1312 says that pend sanctions can include depriving
people of “some spiritua or temporal good”. [Note 4]

“Spiritual goods’ are things which are necessary to get to Heaven. The Catholic Church believesthat it
can deprive people of them through excommunication and anathemas. “ Tempord goods’ are things
which are needed for life in thisworld. They include such things as property, liberty, and the freedoms
which are guaranteed to Americans by the Bill of Rights.

The Catholic Church has never renounced its past practice of killing people that it consdersto be
heretics. On the contrary, the Office of the Inquisition ill exigs. It is part of the Vatican Curia. In
1965, its name was changed to “ The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith”. It is headed by
Cardind Ratzinger. [Note 5]

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX declared the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.
After defining the dogma, the Pope said that if any person daresto “think otherwise than as has been
defined by us’ they thereby shipwreck their faith, are cut off from the Church, and stand condemned
because of it. The Pope went on to say that if any person says, or writes, or in any other way
outwardly expresses “the errors he thinks in his heart,” then they thereby “ subject themselves to the
pendties established by law”. [This papd bull is available on-line. Note 6 gives addresses|

The Pope sreference to legd pendties is sgnificant because a man had been executed for heresy 28
years before this papal bull wasissued. In 1826, a Spanish schoolmaster was hanged because he
subgtituted the phrase “Praise be to God” in place of “Ave Maria’ (“Hall Mary”) during school
prayers. [Note 7]

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII issued a papd bull defining the dogma of the Assumption of
Mary. Heended by saying, “It is forbidden to any man to change this, our declaration, pronouncement,
and definition or, by rash attempt, to oppose and counter it.” The Pope further declared that any
person who attempts to do so thereby incurs the wrath of God and the wrath of the Apostles Peter and
Paul. [Thisaticleisavalable ortline. Note 8 givesthe address]

According to “Webster’ s Dictionary,” “forbidden” means “prohibited; interdicted.” “Webster's
Dictionary” defines “interdict” as used by the Roman Catholic Church asfollows: “A punitive censure
restraining certain persons or peoples from the sacraments, Chrigtian buria, etc.” The more generd
meaning of “interdict” is*“a prohibitory decree’. Although this papa bull doesn't openly threaten
“pendties established by law,” it till implies the possibility of some form of punishment.



The difference in tone between the bull of 1854 and the bull of 1950 reflects the decrease in power of
the Catholic Church. 1n 1854, a man had recently been killed for heresy. 1n 1950, democracy was
spreading to many countries, and the politica power of the Roman Catholic Church was decreasing.
By 1950, the kind of language which was used in the 1854 bull would not have created a good image
for the Catholic Church.

CONCLUSION

The Roman Catholic Church believes that the Pope has the power and the authority to damn people to
hell. The anathemaritud demondrates this belief.

| have heard many Catholics deny this, saying that only God can condemn peopleto hell. But look at
theritua of the anathema, as described in the 1913 edition of the “Catholic Encyclopedia” And look
at the following solemn declaration of excommunication which was pronounced by Pope Innocent 111,

“We excommunicate, anathematize, curse and damn him” [Note 9

The anathemaritua and its wording are a demonstration that popes believed that they could consign
peopleto hdl. Thefear that the anathema produced is a demondtration that other people aso believed
it. So isthe power that anathemas gave the popes over civil rulers. (See the chapter, “ Spiritud
Intimidetion”.)

The anathema ritud is ill on the books, which meansthat it could be invoked a any time that it was
thought expedient to do so. But these days, it would probably not be considered “religioudy correct”
to useit.



Chapter 3

The Council of Trent

The Council of Trent anethemeatized every Christian who disagrees with any detail of Catholic doctrine,
These anathemas have never been cancdled. An anathema means that the Pope has ritualy placed
someone under a solemn ecclesiastica curse. (See the chapter, “ Anathemas’.)

The Council of Trent (1545-1564) was the Roman Catholic Church’s response to the Protestant
Reformation. It took every single doctrine that Protestants believe, one at atime, and declared that
anybody who believes even one of them is*“anathema’ (officidly and ritualy cursed by the Catholic
Church). [The documents produced by the Council of Trent were published as abook whichis
available ontline. Note 1 givesinformetion.]

It also defined Catholic doctrines, detail by detail, and declared that anybody who denies even one of
these detailsis anathema. These doctrines include the authority of the Pope, the practice of indulgences,
veneraion of Mary and the saints, and the use of statues. So the Council of Trent anathematized dl
Chrigtians who are not Roman Ceathalics.

Following is an example of one of these declarations. "'If anyone saysthat Christ received in the
Eucharigt is recalved spiritudly only and not dso sacramentally and redly, let him be anathema.”
(“Canons on the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist,” Canon 8). What does “really” mean? Canon
1 declares that the communion bread is “truly, redly and substantially” the body, blood, soul and
divinity of Jesus Chrigt. (And if you don't believe this, then you are anathema.) [Y ou can seethese
canonsfor yoursdf. Note 1 gives ontline addresses)]

OFFICIAL MODERN ENDORSEMENT OF
THE COUNCIL OF TRENT

The declarations and anathemas of the Council of Trent have never been canceled. On the contrary, the
decrees of the Council of Trent are confirmed by both the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) and
the officia “ Catechism of the Catholic Church” (1992).

The documents of the Second Vatican Council cite the Council of Trent as an authority for doctrina
gatements, both in the text and in the notes. The “Dogmatic Congtitution on the Church” statesthat the
Second Vatican Council “proposes again the decrees of” three previous councils, one of whichisthe
Council of Trent. [Note 2] The “Decree on the Training of Priests’ says that the Second Vatican
Council was “continuing the work begun by the Council of Trent”. [Note 3]



“The Catechism of the Catholic Church” was written for the purpose of summarizing the essentid and
bas ¢ teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. It was approved by Pope John Paul 11 in 1992 and the
English trandation was released in 1994. Another English edition was printed in 2000. 1t has numbered
paragraphs, and has been published in many languages.

The Council of Trent is mentioned in seventy-five paragraphs of the “Catechism”. Itisadways
mentioned in apogitive, authoritative way. Some paragraphs mention it two or threetimes. Paragraph
9 of the “Catechism” says that the Council of Trent was the origin of Catholic Catechisms. The other
74 paragraphsin the “ Catechiam” which mention it ether cite the Council of Trent as an authoritative
source which supports their doctrina statements, or €lse use phrases such as, “We therefore, hold, with
the Council of Trent, that...”. [Note 4]

THE ANATHEMASOF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT
CANNOT BE REVOKED

According to “The Catechism of the Catholic Church,” the Catholic doctrine of infalibility applies not
only to the Pope, but aso to Church Councils (including the Council of Trent). [Note 5] Asareault, the
officia statements of the Council of Trent are considered to be infalible. This means that they cannot be
changed. Therefore, the anathemas of the Council of Trent cannot be revoked.

The Catholic Church may find it expedient not to call peopl€'s attention to these anathemas. But it
cannot revoke them.

CONCLUSION

Itisno longer “religioudy correct” to talk about anathemas. The word “anathema’ does not even
occur in the officia “Catechism of the Catholic Church”. (Neither doesthe word “inquidition”.)

However, both the Second Vatican Council and the “ Catechism of the Catholic Church” confirm the
decrees of the Council of Trent. And these decrees contain the anathemas. So anathemas are part of
the doctrind package -- whether or not the Catholic Church chooses to talk about them.



Chapter 4

Ecumenism

There is a hidden agenda behind ecumenism. Aswe shal see, officid Roman Catholic documents from
the Second Vatican Council show that the purpose behind ecumenism isto bring Protestants and
Orthodox into the Catholic Church.

VATICAN II AND ECUMENISM

The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) wrote 16 officiad documents. It aso gave some groups of
experts the task of working out the details of how to apply the principles and directives of the Council.
These groups of men wrote officia “post conciliar” documents to more fully eaborate what had been
written by the Council. The conciliar and post conciliar documents are published together in the same
two-volume work.

The Council’ s* Decree on Ecumenism” gtates that ecumenicd activity cannot result in changing any
agpect of the Catholic faith. [Note 1] This foundationd principleis reflected in the post conciliar
documents dedling with ecumenism.

For example, Post Conciliar Document No. 42 says that the purpose of ecumenism isto transform the
thinking and behavior of non-Catholics so that eventudly al Chrigtians will be united in one Church. It
dates, “This unity, we believe, dwdlsin the Catholic Church.” [Note 2]
In other words, “unity” meansthat al Chrigtians will become Roman Catholics.

INCONSISTENCY
The Council of Trent anathematized every Christian who disagrees with any detail of Catholic doctrine,
These anathemas have never been cancdled. An anathema means that the Pope has ritualy placed
someone under a solemn ecclesiagtical curse. (See the chapters, “ Anathemas’ and “ The Council of

Trent”.)

The modern ecumenical approach of reaching out in afriendly, respectful way to “separated brethren”
seems incongstent with the anathemas of the Council of Trent.

In 1302, Pope Boniface V111 declared,



“[1]t is dtogether necessary to salvation for every human cresture to be
subject to the Roman pontiff [Pope].” [This encyclicd isavailable on
line. Note 3 gives addresses.]

In 1849 and again in 1863, Pope Pius I X declared that no person can be saved outside of the Roman
Catholic Church. [These encydlicas are available on-line. Note 4 gives addresses)]

According to the Catholic doctrine of infdlibility, these are infdlible satements. Therefore, they cannot
be reversed. [Note 5]

Freedom of religion is opposed by modern Canon Law (1988). Canon 1366 says that parents are to
be punished with “ajust pendty” if they dlow their children to *be baptized or educated in anon-
Cathalic religion”. The reference to baptism shows thet this refers to Chrigtian religions which are not
Roman Catholic. [Note 6] (During the Inquisition, “ajust pendty” included things like torture and being
burned at the stake. The Inquisition was based on Canon Law.) (See the chapter, “Hunting
‘Heretics”.)

Ecumenism seems inconsistent with the doctrine that there is no sdvation outsde of the Roman Catholic
Church. It dso seems incond stent with modern Canon Law.

THE POPE SPEAKS

In his opening speech to the Second Vatican Council (1962), Pope John XXI1I said that the Catholic
Church has always opposed “errors’ (disagreement with Roman Catholic doctrine). He said that the
Catholic Church has often “condemned them with the greatest severity,” but these daysit “ prefersto
make use of the medicine of mercy rather than that of severity.” The Pope said that the Catholic
Church is presently dealing with “errors’ by demondrating the vdidity of Cathalic teaching, rather than
by “condemnations’. [This speech isavailable on-line. Note 7 gives addresses]

CONCLUSION

The present preference for a gentler gpproach to people who disagree with Catholic doctrine may
explain the gpparent discrepancy between the Council of Trent and ecumenism.

The Catholic Church is engaging in ecumenica didog with Protestants and Orthodox, calling them

“separated brethren,” and speaking asif it respectstheir beliefs. But at the same time, behind the
scenes, it dill officidly declares that they are damned to hdll because of their beiefs.
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Chapter 5

Spiritual Intimidation

Pope Innocent 111 reigned from 1198 to 1216. He excommunicated Markward of Anweller. In
passing the sentence of excommunication, Innocent declared,

“We excommunicate, anathematize, curse and damn him” [Note 1]

Innocent 111 and other popes ruled over kings and other secular rulers by using the “ spiritua weapons’
of excommunication and interdict. These “wegpons’ have been effective because Roman Catholics
believe that the Pope has the power to deprive them of the grace which they need in order to get to
Heaven. Excommunicated people are cut off from the Catholic Church, from church services, from
Chrigtian burid, and from the sacraments (communion, confession, baptism, confirmation, and
marriage). [Note 2]

Because Catholics believe that the Catholic Church and the sacraments are necessary for savation, this
is, in effect, sentencing them to hell.

In 1014, Pope Leo I X excommunicated the entire Orthodox Church. This means that, according to
Catholic theology, every single Orthodox priest, nun, layman, and laywoman is damned to hell unless
they repent and submit to Rome. [Note 3] (If amodern Pope decides to remove that
excommunication, then it will help Orthodox Christians who are dive today. But for nearly a thousand
years, Orthodox Chrigtians lived and died under that curse.)

Interdicts are a somewhat less severe form of excommunication which is agpplied to large groups of
people, including entire nations. Baptism and the “last rites” are dlowed, but al other sacraments are
forbidden. Church services and Chrigtian burid are dso forbidden. If the Popeisin conflict with a
secular ruler, then he can put the ruler’ s subjects under interdict in order to put pressure on theruler. It
works. The ruler’s Catholic subjects put pressure on him to submit to the Pope, so that the Pope will
remove the interdict. [Note 4]

It works. But at what price? What happens to the innocent people who had nothing to do with the
conflict between their ruler and the Pope? They are adlowed to receive the “last rites’. But that only
works for people who know that they are dying. What about people who die suddenly and
unexpectedly? And because of the interdict they were not able to have a priest asolve them of their
sans? According to Catholic doctrine, they go to hell. So in effect the Pope iswilling to send people to
hell in order to get political power over secular rulers.
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Interdicts were used primarily during the Middie Ages. But, aswe will see, theinterdict was used as
recently as 1962.

Pope Innocent 111 (1198-1216) used interdicts and the threat of interdicts eighty-five timesin order to

force secular rulers to submit to him. He was so successful that kings declared that the Pope was their
feudd lord. For example, King John of England became the vassal of the Pope and paid him an annua
tribute. [Note 5]

Innocent I11 wore clothes covered with gold and jewels. He made kings and cardinas kiss his foot.
[Note 6] In the papal bull “Deliberatio,” Innocent declared,

“By me kings reign and princes decree justice.” [Note 7]

Pope Boniface VIII reigned from 1294 to 1303. On November 18, 1302, he issued the papal bull
“Unam Sanctam” in which he declared that the Pope has both spiritua and worldly power. Boniface
declared that there is no sdvation apart from submission to the Pope. [This encyclicd ison-line. Note 8
gives addresses]

One of the most famous incidents of excommunication occurred when Pope Gregory VI
excommunicated the Holy Roman Emperor, Henry IV. In order to receive forgiveness from the Pope,
and to have the excommunication removed, Emperor Henry had to spend three days repenting in front
of the castle where the Pope was staying. It was bitter cold (January, 1077). Henry spent most of his
time knedling in the ice and snow, weeping and pleading for forgiveness. When Pope Gregory findly
alowed Emperor Henry to come into the castle, he publicly humiliated him. [Note 9]

Pope Gregory VI declared that the Pope has the right to depose kings and emperors, to make laws,
and to require secular rulersto kisshisfoot. He said that nobody has the right to judge the Pope. [Note
10]

Excommunication and interdicts are not ancient history. The authority, and the procedure for exercising
it, are in existence today. The present Pope (John Paul 11) hasissued a new edition of Roman Catholic
Canon Law (the legal regulations of the Roman Catholic Church). Canons 1331 and 1332 ded with
punishments for people who have been excommunicated or placed under interdict. Canons 1364 to
1399 ded with pendtiesfor “ddicts’ (offenses against Canon Law). These pendtiesinclude
excommunication and being placed under interdict. [Note 11]

INTIMIDATING VOTERSIN 1962

A modern example of spiritud intimidetion is the 1962 dection in Mdta (asmdl idand in the
Mediterranean Sea, near Sicily).

Dr. Mark F. Montebello is a Catholic priest from the Idand of Mata. He wrote a series of three
aticles entitled, “Civil Rightsin Mata s Pos-Colonid Age.” Thethird article describes how the



Archbishop of Matarequired Mdta's Catholic priests to hep him prevent Catholics from voting for
Mintoff (the Labor Party candidate) in Mata s 1962 election.

According to Dr. Montebello, the Archbishop ingtructed the priests to use the sacrament of confession
to coerce the consciences of Catholic voters. He ordered the priests to threaten people with eternal
damnation. He aso endorsed literature which contained “medieva intimidations’ (the kind of spiritua
intimidation that was done during the Middle Ages). [Note 12 gives the address of an on-line aticle]

The Cathalic Church officidly dedared that it was amorta sin to vote for Mintoff. Priests who failed to
cooperate were sllenced. Some of them were forced to leave Mdta and become missonariesin foreign
countries. [Note 13 gives the address of an ontline article]

Maltese Catholics who voted for Mintoff were placed under interdict. It became amorta sin to vote
for Mintoff. Catholics who voted for Mintoff were banned from church life and from the sacraments.
They were denied a Chrigtian burid. Instead, they were buried in a section of the cemetery which was
cdled “the rubbish dump,” implying that the soul of the dead person was damned. A citizen of Mdta
recounts,

“The Catholic Church used the pulpit, the confessond, the media and
even public meetings in its vigorous campaign. | asked my father about
his experience. When he went to confession, the priest asked him how
he intended to vote in the generd dection and refused to give him
absolution.” [Note 14 gives the address of an on-line article]

The Catholic Church categorizes Sns as ether morta Sins (the most serious kind) or venid sins (which
are considered to be less serious). [Note 15] According to Catholic doctrine, if a person diesin astate
of mortal sin, then he or sheisdamned to hell. [Note 16] In order for amortal sin to be forgiven, a
Catholic must go to confession and receive absolution from apriest. [Note 17] However, if a Catholic
is under interdict, then he or sheis not dlowed to receive the sacraments, and therefore cannot receive
absolution for their ans.

So what happened to Matese Catholics who voted for Mintoff? (1) According to the Catholic Church,
they committed amortal sin. (2) They were placed under interdict, and therefore they could not have
that mortal sin be absolved by a Cathalic priest. (3) Therefore, they die in astate of mortd sin.
According to Catholic doctrine, that means that they go to hdll.

Thereisone exception. A person under interdict is dlowed to recelve the “last rites” However, this
requires that: (1) the person is close to death and knows that they are dying; (2) in spite of being near
degth, they arein good enough shape mentaly and physicaly to be able to look for a priest (or to ask
friends or family membersto look for apriest); (3) they are ableto find a priest who iswilling to help
them; and (4) the priest getsthere in timeto give them the “last rites’ before they die. According to
Catholic doctrine, this means the difference between Heaven and hdll.

13



Chapter 6

Hunting “ Heretics’

Augudtine lived from 354 t0 430 A.D. He had avison of an ided society, with the Roman Catholic
Church & its center, governing al aspects of human life. Hisided society required conformity in belief
and practice. Augustine taught that it was right and necessary for the Catholic Church to make this
happen, even if it meant coercing people to comply. Thislaid the theologica foundation for persecuting
“heretics’ and for the Inquisition. [Note 1]

For over athousand years, the Roman Catholic Church hunted down “heretics’ and killed them.
Some of these “ heretics’ were people with strange beliefs. But, as we shdl see later, many of them
were Bible-bdieving Chridians.

Jesus predicted that true Christians would be persecuted and killed. Hetold His disciples,

“Y eg, the time cometh, that whasoever killeth you will think that he
doeth God service” (John 16:2)

For the Roman Catholic Church, “heresy” meansto “obstinately” doubt or deny any officid Catholic
doctrine. [Note 2] Doctrines which have often been disputed include the authority of the Pope,
purgatory, indulgences, the veneration of Mary and the saints, and transubstantiation (the doctrine that
the body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Chrigt are fully present in every fragment of consecrated
bread).

Some Catholic doctrines seem to conflict with the plain meaning of Scripture. As aresult, people who
read the Bible for themsdves are likely to doubt or dispute those doctrines. Oneway of solving that
problem is to prevent laymen from reading the Bible. The Catholic Church took that gpproach for
hundreds of years.

Starting about 1080, there were many incidents where scholars wanted to trandate the Bible into the
language of the common people, but it was forbidden by the Pope, Church councils, or individud
bishops. [Note 3] William Tyndade was burned as a“heretic” because he trandated the Bible into
English. [Note4] Peoplewere burned as “heretics’ for owning or reading his trandation. [Note 5]

For centuries, Christians were forbidden to possess the Scriptures in any language, including Latin.

Reading the Bible was considered to be proof that someone was a heretic. Men and women were
burned at the stake for reading the Bible in Latin. [Note 6]
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With the Protestant Reformation, the Bible was trandated into English, German, and other languages.
With the invention of the printing press, Bibles became so plentiful that they could no longer be
suppressed. That iswhy people like us, who are not Latin scholars, are able to read the Bible today.

CHRISTIAN “HERETICS’

Who were some of the Christian “heretics’ who were persecuted by the Roman Catholic Church? |
would like you to meet the Waldensans. (They are dso known as the Wa denses and the VVaudois.)
When “heretics’” were hunted, their writings were confiscated and burned, so it is often difficult to know
what they redlly taught. [Note 7] However, we do know what the Wadensans taught. Their writings
survived.

In some ways the Wadensians were smilar to the Franciscans. Both groups taught the vaue of poverty
and smplicity. They both had poor, humble, itinerant preachers, who were barefoot and wore humble
peasant clothing. [Note 8] Aswe shdl see, the Pope examined the Wa densians and found no heresy in
them. (But later another Pope reversed that decision.)

Who were these courageous men and women who endured centuries of persecution for their faith?
THE WALDENSIANS

One of the most famous Waldensians was Peter Waldo (1140-1218), a wealthy merchant of Lyons,
France. He asked apriest how to live like Jesus Christ. The priest quoted the words of Jesusto the
rich young ruler, “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give it to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.” (Matthew 19:21) Wado made financid provision
for hisfamily, gave the rest of his money to the poor, memorized Scripture, and began preaching. Some
scholars believe that Peter Waldo was the founder of the Waldensans. However, thereis strong
evidence that the Wal densians began long before Peter was born, and that Peter was given the surname
Wado because of his association with them. [Note 9

The Waddensanstraveled in pairs, preaching the Gospel. They were humble people who believed in
“gpodtolic poverty”. They were barefoot, owning nothing, and they shared dl thingsin common. Their
teaching was orthodox, but they were considered to be athreat because they set standards which made
many members of the Catholic clergy ook bad by comparison. [Note 10]

The humility and voluntary poverty of the Waldensians were a striking contrast to the pride and luxury of
the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church. A prime example of this was Pope Innocent I11. He
reigned from 1198 to 1216, which was during Waldo's lifetime. Innocent wore clothes covered with
gold and jewdls. He made kings and cardinds kiss hisfoot. [Note 11] He said that the Popeis “less
than God but more than man”. [Note 12]
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Another exampleis Pope Boniface VIII, who reigned from 1294 to 1303. He said, “| am Caesar. |
am emperor.” He wore a crown which was covered with costly jewels, including 48 rubies, 45
emerads, 72 sapphires, and 66 large pearls. [Note 13] Boniface declared,

“[1]t is dtogether necessary to salvation for every human cresture to be
subject to the Roman pontiff [Pope].” [This encyclicd isavailable on
line. Note 14 gives addresses|]

Wado's beliefs were founded on the Bible, especidly the Gospels. He believed that there was no need
to interpret the Bible because it spoke clearly for itsdf. All that was needed was to make the whole of
Scripture available to the people. Wado was French, so he commissioned two priests to trandate the
Bible into French, starting with the Gospels. As soon asthefirst Gospe (Matthew) had been
trandated, Waldo applied it to hislife “to the letter” and began preaching it to the people. [Note 15]

In 1179, Pope Alexander 111 found no evidence of heresy among the Wadensians. However, because
they were laymen, he forbid them to preach unless they were requested to do so by abishop. The
Archbishop of Lyons ordered Wado to stop preaching. Waldo quoted Acts 5:29, “We ought to obey
God rather than men.” Waldo kept on preaching, and the Archbishop excommunicated him. Then, in
1184, Pope Lucius Il excommunicated Wado and his followers. [Note 16]

In 1211, more than eighty Wadensans were burned at the stake for “heresy”. This was the followed
by centuries of persecution. [Note 17]

Because they were persecuted, the Wa densians went underground and spread to other countries,
especidly Itay, Switzerland, and Austria The magnitude of their persecution is shown by the fact that in
oneyear, in Itay done, nine thousand Wadensans were killed and another twelve thousand were put
into prison, where most of them died. In spite of this, somehow the itinerant Waldensian preachers
were able to maintain links throughout Europe. [Note 18]

The Waddengians survived until the sixteenth century. Then they joined the Protestant Reformation. In
1848, the Italian government granted them emancipation. Finaly, they were free from persecution
(except for abrief period when Mussolini persecuted them during World War I1). There are il
Waldensian churches today. [Note 19]

THE INQUISITION
One of the things which was used to try to suppress the Wadensians and other “heretics’ was the
Inquisition. It beganin 1180, four years before Wado and the Wal densians were excommunicated by
the Pope.

From 1180 to 1230, the Catholic Church enacted legidation (Canon Law) against heresy. It created a
permanent tribund, Saffed by Dominican friars, which became known as the Inquisition.
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The Inquisition used procedures which were banned in regular secular courts. 1t used anonymous
informers. The accused person was not alowed to know who accused them and they were not alowed
to have anybody defend them. People were alowed to accuse their persona enemies. The inquisitors
were alowed to use torture in order to get accused people to “confess’. Once a person was accused,
some kind of punishment was inevitable. If secular officias were reluctant to punish the victims, they
were likely to become victims themsalves. [Note 20]

If enough witnesses testified that the accused person was guilty, then he or she was considered to be
guilty. At that point the accused person had to choose between confessing and renouncing their
“errors’ or else being burned. If they confessed, then they would stay in prison for the rest of their life,
but they would be spared being burned at the stake. [Note 21]

When secular rulers resisted the harsh methods of the Inquisition, popes pressured them by
excommunicating the rulers and placing their subjects under interdict. (Interdict meansthat no religious
services or sacraments were alowed, including communion, confesson, marriages, and Christian burid.)
(See the chapter, “ Spiritual Intimidation”.) For example, when King Edward |1 protested that torture
was opposed to English law, Pope Clement V told the king that the law of the Roman Catholic Church
was higher than the law of England. The Pope said,

“We hear that you forbid torture as contrary to the laws of your land....
| command you at once to submit those men to torture.” [Note 22]

The Pope gave orders to the King of England, and the King obeyed. The nation of England took a
giant step backwards and started torturing people again.

The Inquisition was financed by confiscating the property of people who were condemned. It had to
get people convicted in order to get the money that it needed for its operations. Thiswas astrong
motive for using torture to make people “confess’. In Spain, the Inquisitors usudly got dl of the money.
In other countries, the money was divided between the Inquisitors and the Vatican. [Note 23]

Even the grave was no protection from having property be confiscated. Corpses were dug up, and
dead men and women were convicted of heresy. This alowed the Inquisitors to take the property of
the heirs of the dead “heretics’. [Note 24]

Sometimes people were convicted of heresy for reasons that are difficult to understand. A young
nobleman failed to take his hat off when ardigious procession was going through the streets. 1t was
raning a thetime. He paid aheavy pricefor trying to keep his head dry. He was convicted of
blasphemy. He was sentenced to “torture ordinary and extraordinary”. His hands were cut off. His
tongue was ripped out with pincers. And he was burned dive. [Note 25]

In 1545, the Inquisition published an Index of prohibited books. Catholics were threatened with

damnation if they read one of these books. The Index included al of the books of the Protestant
Reformers, aswell as Protestant Bibles. 1n Spain, owning one of these banned books was punishable
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by death. The list of forbidden books was kept current until Pope Paul V1 abolished the Index in 1959.
[Note 26]

In the eighteenth century, the Inquisition ran out of money and became largdly inactive. Itslast execution
was in the early nineteenth century (1826). A Spanish schoolmaster was hanged because he substituted
the phrase “Praise beto God” in place of “Ave Maria’ (“Hail Mary”) during school prayers. [Note
27]

The Office of the Inquigtion still exigts. It islocated in the Vatican. 1n 1965 itsname was changed to
“The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith”. It is headed by Cardina Ratzinger. [Note 28]

CONCLUSION

There was awide variety of Chrigtian “heretics’. On the one hand, there were the Wa densians, who
were smple, humble people who were just trying to live according to Biblicd principles. But when told
not to preach, they continued preaching.

On the other hand, there were people like Wydliffe, who said inflammatory things. Wycliffe started out
as a Catholic Reformer and eventudly wound up becoming a Protestant. He taught that the government
of England should remove moraly corrupt churchmen and confiscate their property. He said that the
Popeis*®Antichrigt itsdf, the man of 9n who exats himsdlf above God.” Now those are “fighting
words’. Of course the Pope was angry. Wydliffe' sfollowers (the Lollards) were severely persecuted.
[Note 29]

But did Jesus and his Discipleskill people for saying offensive things? They could have. Elijah caled
down fire on people.

“And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt
thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume
them, even as Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them, and said,

Y e know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” (Luke 9:54-55)

Thereisan old story about a man who asked awoman, “Would you deep with me for amillion
dollas?” Shesad, “Well, for amillion dallars, | guess maybe | would.” Then he said, “Would you
deep with mefor five dollars?” Shereplied, “What kind of woman do you think | an? And he
answered, “We ve dready established that. Now we're haggling price.”

A million dollarsis a strong enticement. For the Pope to be publicly accused of being the Antichristisa
strong provocation. But no matter how great the enticement or the provocation, some things are just
plain wrong.

Killing “heretics’ because of their religious convictionsis never judtifiable. Asone man sad, “Either the
victim ressts, and you murder his body, or he yields and speaks againg his conscience, and you murder
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hissoul.” [Note 30]
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Chapter 7

Credentials

The Roman Catholic Church clamsthat the early Chrigtians were al Roman Cathalics, and that (aside
from the Orthodox Church) al Chrigtians were Roman Catholics until the Protestant Reformation. It
aso cdlamsthat the Apostle Peter was the first Pope, ruling from Rome.

But do these claims stand up to the test of history? Or are they fase credentias?

Thereis historica evidence that the Roman Catholic Church began with Emperor Congtantine. Many
Protestants bdlieve that throughout Church history, there have been many true Chrigtians who were not
Catholics, and these Christians were often killed by the Catholic Church. They aso believe that Peter
was just one of the gpostles, and that the Catholic Church only copied and preserved the Bible, which
God had dready given to us.

CONSTANTINE

On October 28, 312 A.D., the Roman Emperor Constantine met with Bishop Miltiades. (Catholics
would later refer to him as Pope Miltiades. But at the time he was known as the Bishop of Rome.)
Miltiades was assisted by Silvester, a Roman who spoke educated Latin, and acted asinterpreter. The
previous day, Congtantine had seen asign inthe heavens.  acrossin front of the sun. He heard avoice
say, “Inthissign you will conquer.” He painted crosses on the shidlds of hissoldiers. Congtantine won
an important battle. He was convinced that it was because of the power of the sign that he had seen.
He asked for two of the nails that were used to crucify Jesus. One nail was made into a bit for his
horse. Ancther nail was made apart of his crown, Sgnifying that Congtantine ruled the Roman Empire
in the name of Jesus. He dlowed Miltiades to keep the third nail. [Note 1]

The fact that Congtantine saw the cross and the sun together may explain why he worshiped the sun god
while a the same time professing to be a Chrigtian. After his* conversion,” Congantine built a triumpha
arch festuring the sun god (the “unconquered sun”). His coins featured the sun. Congtantine made a
gatue of the sun god, with hisown face on it, for his new city of Congtantinople. He made Sunday (the
day of the sun god) into aday of rest when work was forbidden. [Note 2]

Congtantine declared that amosaic of the sun god (riding in a chariot) represented Jesus. During
Congtantine sreign, many Chrigtians incorporated worship of the sun god into their religion. They
prayed knedling towards the east (where the sun rises). They said that Jesus Christ drives his chariot
across the sky (like the sun god). They had their worship services on Sunday, which honored the sun
god. (Days of the week were named to honor pagan gods. For example, Saturday is* Saturn’s day,”
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named for the Roman god Saturn.) They celebrated the birth of Jesus on December 25, the day when
sun worshipers celebrated the birthday of the sun following the winter soltice. [Note 3]

Hisgtorians disagree as to whether or not Congtantine actualy became a Christian. His character
certainly did not reflect the teachings of Jesus Christ. Congtantine was vain, violent, and superdtitious.
His combination of worshiping the Christian God and the sun god may have been an attempt to cover dl
the bases. (A gmilar spirit can be seen in wedthy Americans who financidly support both opposing
candidates during an election. No matter who wins, they expect to have the favor of the personin
power.) Congantine had little respect for human life. He was known for wholesde daughter during his
military campaigns. He forced prisoners of war to fight for their lives againg wild beasts. He had
severd family members (including his second wife) executed for doubtful reasons. Congtantine waited
until he was dying before he asked to be baptized. Historians disagree as to whether or not he actudly
was baptized. [Note 4]

Congtantine wanted to have a state Church, with Chrigtian clergy acting as civil servants. He cdled
himsdf aBishop. He said that he was the interpreter of the Word of God, and the voice which declares
what istrue and godly. According to historian Paul Johnson, Constantine saw himsdlf as being an
important agent of savation, on apar with the gpostles. Bishop Eusebius (Conganting' s eulogi<t)
relates that Congtantine built the Church of the Apostles with the intention of having his body be kept
there along with the bodies of the gpostles. Congtantine' s coffin was to be in the center (the place of
honor), with six gpostles on each sde of him. He expected that devotions honoring the gpostles would
be performed in the church, and he expected to share the title and honor of the apostles. [Note 5]

Congtantine told Bishop Miltiades that he wanted to build two Christian basilicas, one dedicated to the
Apostle Peter and one dedicated to the Apostle Paul. He offered alarge, magnificent palace for the use
of Miltiades and his successors. Miltiades refused. He could not accept the idea of having Chrigtianity
be promoted by the Roman Empire. [Note 6]

Congtantine rode off to war. By the timethat he returned in 314 A.D., Miltiades had died. Bishop
Silvester was Miltiades successor. Silvester was eager to have the Church be spread using Roman
roads, Roman wedth, Roman law, Roman power, and Roman military might. Congantine officidly
gpproved of Silvester as the successor of Miltiades. Then he had a coronation ceremony for Silvester
and crowned him like aworldly prince. No bishop had ever been crowned before. [Note 7]
Congtantine' s actions give the impression that he believed that he had authority over the Church.

Before Congtantineg' s “ conversion,” Christians were persecuted. Now, instead of facing persecution,
Bishop Sivedter lived in thelap of luxury. He had abeautiful paace, with the finest furniture and art.
He wore silk brocade robes. He had servantsto wait on him. Near his palace was a basilicawhich
served as his cathedrd. This luxurious building had seven dtars made of gold, a canopy of solid silver
above the main dtar, and 50 chanddiers. The imperid mail system and transportation system were
placed a Silvester’ sdisposd. It was now possible to have worldwide church councils. [Note 8]
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Read the Book of Acts and the Epistles and compare the Church shown there to the Church of Bishop
Silvester. Hereis how the Apostle Paul described the kinds of things that he had to endure, as aleader
in the early Church.

“Of the Jews five times recaeived | forty stripes save one. Thricewasl|
beaten with rods, once was | stoned, thrice | suffered shipwreck, a
night and aday | have been in the degp; In journeyings often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils
by the hegthen, in perilsin the aity, in perilsin the wilderness, in perilsin
the seg, in perils among fase brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness.” (2 Corinthians 11:24-27)

After Congantine' s * converson,” the Church was radicaly changed. Suddenly, being Chrigtian
resulted in power, prestige, and promotion (whereas previoudy it had resulted in persecution).
Suddenly, by the Emperor’s decree, Christianity became “ palitically correct”. So ambitious people
joined the Church for worldly reasons. The Bishop of Rome was supported by the military might,
political power, and wedlth of the Roman Emperor. Worldwide church councils were convened.

This was the birth of the Roman Catholic Church. It was created in the year 314 A.D. by Emperor
Congtantine and Bishop Silvester.

A TALE OF TWO BISHOPS

The degree of change which Congtantine caused in the Church can be illustrated by looking at the lives
of two Bishops of Rome. So let’s go back in history for about 100 years before Chrigtianity became
“politicaly correct,” to look at the life of Bishop Pontian. Then we will compare Pontian’s life with the
life of Bishop Silvester, who lived during the time of Emperor Congtantine.

(Thefollowing information about Bishops Pontian and Silvester comes from Mdachi Martin, “The
Decline and Fdl of the Roman Church,” pages 19-38.)

Pontian became the Bishop of Rome in the year 230 A.D. He was made bishop suddenly and
unexpectedly when his predecessor was arrested and killed by Roman authorities.

On September 27, 235 A.D., Emperor Maximinus decreed that dl Christian leaders were to be
arested. Chrigtian buildings were burned, Christian cemeteries were closed, and the persond wedlth of
Chrigtians was confiscated.

Bishop Pontian was arrested the same day. He was put in the Mamertine Prison, where he was
tortured for ten days. Then he was sent to work in the lead mines of Sardinia



When prisoners arrived a Sardinia, thelr left eye was gouged out and a number was branded on thelr
forehead. Iron rings were soldered around their ankles, linked together with a six-inch chain which
hobbled them. A tight chain around their waist was fastened to their ankle-chain in such away that they
were permanently bent over.

The prisoners worked for 20 hours a day, with four one-hour breaks for deep. They had one medl of
bread and water per day. Mogt prisoners died within six to fourteen months from exhaustion,
malnutrition, disease, beatings, infection, or violence. Some went insane or committed suicide.

Pontian only lasted four months. In January, 236 A.D., Pontian was killed and his body was thrown
into the cesspooal.

What happened to Pontian was not unusud. Many Christians were sent to the Sardinian lead mines, or
persecuted in other ways. If aman accepted the position of being a Chritian leader, he knew that his
life from that time on was likely to be short and painful. There were 14 Bishops of Rome in the 79
years between Pontian and Silvester.

Then dong came Condantine.

In 314 A.D., Emperor Congtantine crowned Silvester as Bishop of Rome. Silvester lived in luxury, with
sarvants waiting on him.  Congtantine confessed hissinsto Silvester and asked for hisadvice. Silvester
presided over worldwide Church councils. He had a splendid palace and a sumptuous cathedrd. He
had power, prestige, wedth, pomp, and the favor of the Emperor.

Churchmen wore purple robes, reflecting the purple of Congtanting’ s court. That was an externa
change. The most important change was an interna one. The Church took on the mentality of Rome.
Under Sivester, the interna structure of the Church took on the form and practice and pomp of Rome.

Silvester died in December, 336 A.D. He died peacefully, in aclean, comfortable bed, in the Roman
Lateran Palace. He died surrounded by well dressed bishops and priests, and attended by Roman
guards. Hisbody was dressed in ceremonid robes, put in an elegant casket, and carried through the
sreets of Rome in a solemn procession. He was buried with honor and ceremony, attended by the
cream of Roman society and by the Roman people.

It is understandable that many Christians would have preferred an officidly approved satus for the
Church. But what was the result?

Before Congantine, the church was a band of heroic men and women who were so committed to serve
the Lord Jesus Chrigt that they would endure any hardship. After 314 A.D., the Church became
infiltrated by opportunists who were seeking power and political advancement. Church leaders were no
longer in danger of persecution. Rather, they enjoyed dl the trappings of power and luxury.
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Higtorian Paul Johnson asks, “Did the empire surrender to Chrigtianity, or did Chrigtianity progtitute
itself to the empire?’ [Note 9]

The temptation for an ungodly aliance with Rome was very great. But & what cost?
STATE RELIGION

In 380 A.D., Emperor Theodosius published an edict requiring that all Roman subjects profess the faith
of the Bishop of Rome. Those who refused were considered to be “ heretics’. Jews, pagans, and
“heretics’ were subject to harsh punishments. In 390 A.D., Bishop Ambrose excommunicated
Emperor Theodosius and required him to do penance for eight months in order to be restored to the
Church. Theodosius complied. [Note 10]

It is amazing how much power the Catholic Church gained in less than a century. Congtantine had
promoted the Church by giving it specid benefits. But Theodosius forced people to become Catholics
by imposing harsh punishments on anybody who disagreed with the Bishop of Rome. Congtantine had
asked for advice from Bishop Silvester. But Theodosius obeyed orders given by Bishop Ambrose.

Catholicism was now the gtate religion of the Roman Empire. The Roman Catholic Church, which was
born under Emperor Congtantine, had now become so powerful that a bishop could give ordersto the
Roman Emperor.

FROM MARTYRSTO “HERETIC” HUNTERS

Emperor Congtantine and Bishop Silvester created the Roman Catholic Church in 314 A.D. Forty
years later, Augustine was born. He became a bishop and a“ doctor of the Church”. He lived from
35410430 A.D.

Augustineindsted that it was right and necessary to use force to bring about unity among Chrigians. He
sad that “heretics’ should not just be expelled from the Church. Rather, they should be compelledto
denounce their beliefs and conform to “orthodoxy,” or else be destroyed. This became the basis for the
Inquisition, and for killing “heretics’ throughout Church history. [Note 11]

During the century following Congtantine, the Roman Catholic Church went through an amazing
transformation. Catholics became “heretic’ hunters. They killed people who disagreed with them.

By the time of the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church burned people a the stake for trandating
the Bible into the language of the common people. They even burned people for reading the Bible in
Latin. (Seethe chapter, “Hunting ‘Heretics”.)

Acts 5:17-40 tdlls how the high priest and the Jewish leaders imprisoned the apostles and wanted to kill

them because they were telling people about Jesus. Gamaliel, a respected rabbi, urged them not to
persecute the Christians. He said,
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“And now | say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them done:
for if this counsd or thiswork be of men, it will come to nought: But if it
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight
agangt God.” (Acts5:38-39)

Jm Jones demondtrated that Gamdid wasright. He and hisfollowers self destructed. The men who
trandated the Bible into the language of the common people dso demongtrated that Gamalid was right.
The Catholic Church was unable to suppress the trandation of the Bible. That iswhy people like us,
who are not Latin scholars, are able to read the Bible today.

How does the persecution of “heretics’ compare with the picture of Jesus that we see in the Gospels?
Did Jesustry to force people to conform to His teachings?

With amazing patience, Jesus kept on teaching the crowds of people, hedling the sick and demonstrating
the love and the power of God. When His disciples didn’'t understand His teachings, He explained
them. (Luke 8:5-15) When the rich young man turned away from Jesus, He didn’t rebuke him or
threaten him. He let him go. (Maithew 19:16-22)

In John 6:48-68, Jesus gave ateaching that was difficult for people to accept. Many of His disciples | eft
Him and no longer followed Him. He asked the Twelve, “Will ye dso go away?’ (John 6:67) He didn't
threaten them or rebuke them. He didn’t try to force them to believe what He taught them. He left
them free to believe or not believe, to Say or to leave.

WASPETER A POPE?

Peter does not describe himsdlf as being a high and mighty Pope, with authority over the entire Church.
Rather, Peter calls himsdf “aservant”. (2 Peter 1:1) He refersto himsdf asafdlow “eder”. (1 Peter
5:1) Rather than claming specid authority for himsdlf, Peter saysthet dl believersare a“royd
priesthood”. (1 Peter 2:9) Hetells Christian leadersthat they are not to lord it over other Chrigtians and
they are not to covet riches (“filthy lucre’). (1 Peter 5:2-3)

“The eders which are among you | exhort, who am aso an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and aso a partaker of the glory that
shdl be reveded: Feed the flock of God which isamong you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by congtraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but
of aready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being
ensamplesto the flock.” (1 Peter 5:1-3)

“But ye are achosen generation, aroya priesthood, an holy nation, a

peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
cdled you out of darknessinto his marvelouslight” (1 Peter 2:9)
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In the Book of Reveation, the Apostle John confirms Peter’ s statement that all true believers are priests.
(Revddion 1.5-6; 5:9-10; 20:6) (Catholic Biblesrefer to the Book of Revelation as“The

Apocalypse”.)

How does Peter, as portrayed in the Bible, compare with the Pope, who sits on athrone, and is carried
on the shoulders of men, seated on alitter like an orientd king? As head of the Catholic Church, the
Pope controls immense wedth, with widespread investments around the world. The wedth of the
Vatican isamazing. [Note 12]

Catholic theologians claim that Jesus built the Roman Catholic Church on the Apostle Peter. They base
this on Matthew 16:18, where Jesustells Peter, “And | say unto thee, That thou are Peter, and upon
thisrock | will build my church; and the gates of hell shal not prevall againg it.” A huge doctrine with
immense historical consequences has been built upon one short verse. The question is, does the rock
on which the church is built represent Peter or does it represent Jesus Christ?

Peter himsdf answers this question when he saysthat Jesusisaliving stone. (1 Peter 2.4) The Apostle
Paul saysthat Jesus Chrigt is our spiritua Rock. (1 Corinthians 10:4) In Romans 9:31-33, Paul says
that Jesus was arock of offense for the Israglites who were trying to be saved by works of the law
ingteed of by faith.

In the New Testament there are three words for “stone’. “Lithos’ means a stone like amill stone or a
stumbling stone. The other two words are “petra’ and “ petros’. “Vine' s Expository Dictionary” says
that “petra’ means “amass of rock”. It defines“petros’ as “‘a detached stone or boulder,” or astone
that might be thrown or easlly moved.”

In Matthew 16:18, the word for Peter is* petros,” a detached stone that can easily be moved. The
word for the rock on which the church is built is“petra,” amass of rock. Other examples of the use of
“petra’ show what a huge mass of rock is meant by the word. They include the man who built his
house on rock, as opposed to sand (Matthew 7:24-27) and the tomb where Jesus' body was put,
which was carved out of arock (Matthew 27:60).

Did Peter act like he was in charge of the early Church? In the Book of Acts, Paul describesa
controversy over whether or not gentile converts to Christianity should be required to be circumcised
and follow the Jewish dietary laws. Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to confer with the apostles
about it. (Acts 15:2-4) Peter and other people spoke. (Acts 15:7-13) Following a period of slence,
James (not Peter) made the final decision in the matter. He called it a*sentence”. According to
“Strong’ s Concordance” the word means ajudicia sentence, adecree, or ajudgment.

“And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and
brethren, hearken unto me... Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble
not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: But that
we write unto them, that they abgtain from pollutions of idols, and from
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fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.” (Acts 15:13,
19-20)

The Book of Actsisthe history of the early Church up until afew years before Peter’ s death. It says
nothing about Peter being in authority over the whole Church. It shows no connection between Peter
and Rome,

Acts 28:14-15 tdls how Paul met with the “brethren” in Rome, but it makes no mention of Peter. As
we shall see, when Paul met with Peter in Jerusalem, Peter was identified by name,

Acts 2:14 and Acts 8:14 say that Peter wasin Jerusalem. Acts 9:36-43 says that Peter went to Joppa,
which is near Jerusdlem. In chapter 10 of the Book of Acts, Peter is<till in Joppa. Acts 11:2 says that
Peter returned to Jerusdem.

Joppa is about thirty milesfrom Jerusdem. If the Book of Acts records this much detail about Peter’s
vigt to anearby town, wouldn't it tell usif Peter went al the way to Rome? Particularly since it doestell
us that Paul went to Rome.

Acts 15:1-20 tells how Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to meet with Peter, James, and the other
gpodtles. Gdatians 1:18-19 saysthat Paul went to Jerusalem to visit Peter and James.

The Book of Romans was written by the Apostle Paul “to al that be in Rome, beloved of God, caled
tobesants’. (Romans1.7) In Romans 16:1-15, Paul greets 26 people by name. He never mentions
Peter. If Peter was the leader of the Church in Rome, then why didn’t Paul mention him?

Paul wrote five letters from a Roman prison (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossans, 2 Timothy, and
Philemon). He never mentions Peter. The man who stuck with Paul to help him and encourage him in
Rome was Luke -- not Peter. (Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11)

Paul only mentions Peter in one of his epistles (Gdatians). In Gaatians 1:18-19 he says that he went to
Jerusdem to see Peter and James. In Gaatians 2:8 Paul says that he preached to the gentiles and Peter
preached to the Jews (the “circumcision”). In Galatians 2:11-21, Paul recounts how he publicly
corrected and rebuked Peter because Peter became so intimidated by the Judaizers that he “walked not

uprightly”.

Evidently Paul’s public rebuke of Peter did not cause a problem between them. Peter loved and
respected Paul as a brother, and exhorted the Church to heed Paul’ s wisdom.

“Account that the longsuffering of our Lord is sdvation; even as our
beloved brother Paul aso according to the wisdom given unto him hath
written unto you” (2 Peter 3:15)

LEGENDSAND TRADITIONS
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When | was in school, | was taught that, as a boy, George Washington chopped down a cherry tree
and confessed his transgression to hisfather saying, “I cannot tell alie’.

Parson Weems' biography of George Washington is the source of that story. According to modern
historians, the cherry tree event never happened. | was quite surprised to hear that because | had
never questioned the story.

Articles on the Internet say that Parson Weems deliberately created the cherry tree legend sometime
between 1800 and 1809. But perhaps Parson Weems wasn't dliberately deceiving people.  Perhaps
he was smply passing on astory that he believed to be true. Either way, modern biographers of
George Washington that the cherry tree episode never redly happened. [Note 13]

If we hear agtory repeated often enough, then we tend to believe it. The idea of questioning it becomes
amost unthinkable because the story is so familiar and so widdly accepted.

| believe that something smilar has happened with the Catholic Church’s stories about Peter. These
traditions have been repeated so often that many people never question them. (See the Appendix.)

THE “EARLY FATHERS’

Catholic apologists often quote the “Early Fathers’ in support of Catholic doctrines, the papacy, and
other Catholic clams. Who were these people?

There were many early Chrigtian leaders, including priests, bishops, and scholars. There were alot of
these men, and they had awide variety of opinions on religious matters. Their theologica differences
were as widdy varied as those of theologians from different denominations are today. [Note 14]

S0 one person finds some “ Early Fathers’ to support one position, and another person finds other
“Early Fathers’ to support the opposite position.

But it'snot aleve playing fild. Among dl of those early Christian leaders, who decided which ones
qudified to be cdled “Early Fathers’? The Catholic Church. Who decided which works should be
copied and passed on to posterity? Copying was adow, tedious job before the invention of the printing
press. Who decided which writings were important enough to copy? The Catholic Church.

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION
The Roman Catholic Church paints a picture of an orderly successon of popes who faithfully followed

in the footsteps of the Apostle Peter. However, according to Biblica standards, some of these men
were not fit to rule a house church, let done be bishops.
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One example was Pope Benedict I X (1033-1045). He had sex with boys, women, and animas. He
practiced witchcraft and Satanism. He gave orders for people to be murdered. He turned the Lateran
Pdace into “the best brothel in Rome." [Note 15]

In spite of Al that, Catholic doctrine says that Benedict's decisions about theological matters were
infdlible. [Note 16]

INFALLIBILITY

According to Roman Cathalic doctrine, popes and Catholic church councils are infdlible. This means
that whenever they make officid declarations concerning matters of faith or moras, God supernaurally
protects them from making errors. Infalibility appliesto al Roman Catholic popes and church councils:
past, present, and future. [Note 17]

“Webgter’ s Dictionary” defines“infallible’ as*not capable of erring”. It saysthat “infdlible’ as used
by the Roman Catholic Church means “incgpable of error in defining doctrines touching faith or moras’.

What happensif apope or a Cathalic church council makes an “infdlible’ declaration which directly
contradicts the “infallible’ declaration of another pope or church council?

Truth does not contradict truth. Therefore, if the “infalible’” pronouncements of the popes and Catholic
church councilsredly are infdlible, they will never contradict other “infdlible’ pronouncements. So if
there is even one contradiction, then the doctrine of infalibility cannot be correct.

The clam for papd infdlibility does not stland up to the test of history. Pope Zosmus (417-418 A.D.)
reversed the pronouncement of a previous pope. He aso retracted a doctrina pronouncement that he
himsdf had previoudy made. Pope Honorious was condemned as a heretic by the Sixth Ecumenica
Council (680-681 A.D.). (This meansthat Pope Honorious made doctrind statements which are
contrary to Roman Catholic doctrine.) He was aso condemned as a heretic by PopeLeo |1, aswell as
by every other pope until the deventh century. So here we have “infalible’ popes condemning another
“infdlible’ pope asaheretic. In 1870, the First Vatican Council abolished “infdlible’ papa decrees
and the decrees of two “infalible’ councils. [Note 18]

The doctrine of the Assumption of Mary was officialy declared to be a dogma of the Roman Catholic
fath on November 1, 1950. This meansthat every Roman Catholic isrequired to believe this doctrine
without questioning it. However, as we will see, the teaching of the Assumption of Mary originated with
heretica writings which were officidly condemned by the early Church.

In 495 A.D., Pope Gelas us declared that the doctrine of the Assumption of Mary is aheresy and
people who teach it are heretics. In the sixth century, Pope Hormisdas declared that anyone teaching
thisdoctrineisaheretic. Two “infdlible’ popes both declared that this doctrineis aheresy. Then on
November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII (another “infalible’” pope) declared that the same doctrineis officia
Roman Catholic dogma, which dl Catholics are required to believe. [Note 19]
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So before November 1, 1950, any Catholic who believed in the Assumption of Mary was a heretic
(because of “infdlible” declarations of popes). But after November 1, 1950, any Catholic who failed to
believe in the Assumption of Mary was a heretic (because of the “infdlible’” declaration of Pope Pius
XII).

In 1864, Pope Rius IX “infdlibly” declared that the idea that people have aright to freedom of
conscience and freedom of worship is “insanity,” “evil,” “depraved,” and “reprobate’. Hedso
declared that non-Catholics who live in Catholic countries should not be alowed to publicly practice
their religion. In 1888, Pope Leo Xl “infalibly” declared that freedom of thought and freedom of
worship arewrong. These encyclicas are available ontline. [Note 20 gives addresses for them.]

The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) produced a document entitled “ Declaration on Religious
Liberty” which states that al people have aright to freedom of religion. [Note 21]

Now | certainly agree with the idea of freedom of religion. However, it totally contradicts the
“infalible’” declarations of Popes Pius1X and Leo XIlII. It dso contradicts the anathemas of the
Council of Trent, the killing of “heretics,” the Inquisition, the burning of people who trandated the Bible
into the language of the common people, and the persecution of Protestants.

Freedom of religion aso contradicts modern Canon Law (1988). Canon 1366 says that parents are to
be punished with “ajust pendty” if they dlow their children to “be baptized or educated in anor+
Cathalic rdigion”. The reference to baptism shows thet this refers to Chrigtian religions which are not
Roman Catholic. [Note 22] (During the Inquisition, “ajust pendty” included things like torture and
being burned at the stake. The Inquisition was based on Canon Law.) (See the chapter, “Hunting
‘Heretics”.)

Here the Catholic Church is on the horns of adilemma. If it saysthat people have aright to freedom of
religion, then it admitsthat it isnot infdlible. If it saysthat it isinfalible, then it admitsthat it redly does
not believe that people have aright to freedom of religion.

The Cathalic Church can daim infalibility, or it can dam that it has seen the error of itsways and it now
supports freedom of rdigion. But it can't have it both ways.

Two Roman Catholic organizations have found contradictions between “infdlible’ doctrind declarations
of the Second Vatican Council and “infalible’ doctrind pronouncements of Pope Pius 1X. [Note 23
gives addresses of on-line articles dealing with these contradictions)

The conservative group (True Catholic) concludes thet, therefore, the Second Vatican Council must not
be legitimate. The liberd group (Women Priests) concludes that, therefore, Pope Pius X taught
“errors’. Either way, there are contradictions between officid doctrind declarations of an “infalible’
pope and an “infdlible’ church council.



True Catholic dso dams that Pope John Paul 11 has taught 101 things which are contrary to “infdlible’
Catholic doctrines which were declared by “infdlible’ popes and church councils. They conclude that
John Paul istherefore a heretic, which, according to Canon Law, meansthat heis not avaid pope. So
they cal him an anti-pope. [Note 24 gives the address of an on-line article]

If John Paul 11 isnot avalid pope, then the papa chair has been vacant. In order to rectify this situation,
True Catholic has elected apope. On May 20, 1998, Pope Pius X111 was elected. [Note 25 gives the
address of an on-line aticle]

So we now have two men who claim to be Pope: John Paul I1 and Pius XI11. It seemsthat having two
popes a the same time is not confined to the Middle Ages.

CONCLUSION

The Roman Catholic Church was created by Emperor Constantine and Bishop Silvester in the year 314
AD.

Peter did not act like a Pope and he did not describe himsdf as having any specid authority. Inthe
Church meeting that is described in chapter 15 of the Book of Acts, James appears to be the person in
authority. He makesthe final decison. The Bible shows Peter as being in Jerusdem, not in Rome,

Thereare “infalible’ doctrind declarations which contradict one another. Therefore, the doctrine of
infdlibility isnot vaid.

The contradiction of “infallible’” doctrines has caused some very conservative Catholics to believe that
John Paul 11 isnot avaid pope, and the Second Vatican Council was not avaid council. It hasaso
caused some very liberal Catholics to believe that Pope Pius X taught doctrind errors.
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Chapter 8

The Roman Catholic Church and the Bible

The Roman Catholic Church daimsthat it gave usthe Bible. But doesthis clam stand up to the test of
history?

The Old Testament was written by God' s inspired prophets, patriarchs, psalmidts, judges, and kings. It
was faithfully copied and preserved by Jewish scribes. Modern Protestant Bibles have the same content
as the Hebrew Bible.

The New Testament was written by Christian gpostles. None of them were Catholics, because there
was no Roman Catholic Church at thetime. Thiswas over two centuries before Congtanting's
“converson” and the formation of the Roman Catholic Church in 314 A.D. (Seethe chapter, “Fase
Credentias’.)

The early Church did not have the New Testament as we know it. Rather, individuals and loca
congregations had portions of it. They would have one or more of the Gospels, some of the letters
which Apostles had written, and perhaps the Book of Acts or the Book of Revelation.

Why weren't al of these books collected in one place? Look a what the books themselves say.
Individua apostles wrote them for specific audiences. The Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts were
written for Theophilus. (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1) Most of the Epistles were written to specific churches or to
gpecific individuads. (Romans 1.7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Gdatians 1.2; Ephesans 1.1;
Philippians 1:1; Colossans 1:2; 1 Thessdonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1; 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2;
Titus 1:4; Philemon 1:1; 3 John 1.1)

The early Chrigtians expected that Jesus would return for His Church at any moment. As aresult, they
didn’'t see the need for long-term planning for future generations. Furthermore, Chrigtians were
persecuted by the Romans. When your lifeisin congtant danger, it is difficult to collect writings which
are scattered dl over the Roman Empire. So it took time to collect dl of these writings, decide which
ones were authoritative Scripture, and make complete sets of them.

By the time of Origen (185-254 A.D.), there was genera agreement about most of the New Testament.
Thiswas sixty years before Conganting' s “converson” and the formation of the Catholic Church. By
367 A.D., dl of the books of the New Testament were acknowledged as being authoritative Scripture.
[Note 1]
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The canon of the New Testament was not formed by the decison of any Church council. Rather, the
Council of Carthage (397 A.D.) listed as canonica * only those books that were generdly regarded by
the consensus of use as properly acanon”. [Note 2] In other words, it didn’t create the canon.
Rather, it formally identified the canon that dready existed.

The Catholic Church did not give us the Bible. However, Catholic monks helped preserve the Bible by
copying it.

Aswe will see, the Catholic Church kept the Bible in Latin, which prevented people from reading the
Biblein their own language. Most people didn’t know Latin, so they had to depend on prieststo read
the Bible for them and explain it to them. They were not able to check what the priests taught them
againg Scripture. Men who trandated the Bible into the language of the common people were burned
at the sake. Men and women who were caught reading the trandations were also burned.

The Catholic Church changed the Bible. In 1548, at the Council of Trent, it added the Apocryphato
the Bible. The apocryphal books contain passages which are used to justify some Catholic doctrines,
such as praying for the dead. The Apocrypha are discussed later in this chapter.

KEEPING THE BIBLE IN LATIN

Under Roman rule, Latin became auniversd language. So when the Bible was origindly trandated from
Greek and Hebrew into Latin, that made it more available to people. However, with the collapse of the
Roman empire, Latin was spoken lessand less. In time, only scholars understood it. The vast mgority
of people no longer spokeit.

Starting about 1080 there were many incidents where the Pope, Church councils, or individua bishops
forbid the trandation of the Bible into the language of the common people (the vernacular). [Note 3]
Men such as William Tyndae were burned as heretics for trandating the Bible into English. [Note 4]

Laymen were not even alowed to read the Bible in Latin. Reading the Bible was consdered to be
proof that someone was a heretic. Men and women were burned at the stake for reading the Bible in
Latin. [Note 5]

People were so hungry to know what the Bible said that when an English trandation of the Bible was
findly made available, crowds of people filled the church where it was kept. Men took turns reading
the Bible out loud. As long as there was daylight, men kept reading the Bible out loud while the crowds
listened. [Note 6]

STRUGGLING WITH LATIN

When | became a Cathalic, the Masswas dill in Latin. | knew some Latin because | had studied it for
three yearsin college.



At High Mass, the Scriptures were sung in Latin. The Bible was alarge, ornate book. The priest would
cover it with incense, and bow before it, and sing the Scripture versesin Gregorian chant. | enjoyed
listening to the Gregorian chant.

However, the one thing that | could not do was to understand the Scripture that was sung. With my
three years of college Latin, | could sometimes understand the meaning of aword or aphrase. But that
was nothing like understanding the Scripture passages.

The end result reminds me of the Andy Warhol painting of a can of Campbell’s tomato soup. Y ou can
read about it. Y ou can study the picture. If you are an artist, you can paint acopy of it. You can do
everything except eat the soup. And why does Campbell’ s make tomato soup? So that people would
eat it. Andwhy did God give usthe Bible? So that people would understand it and be transformed by
it.

TRANSLATING THE BIBLE

Thefirgt English trandation of the Bible was made in 1382 by the followers of John Wydliffe, with his
help and inspiration. An improved version was completed in 1388. Wydliffe s followers were known
asLollards. They were severdy persecuted. Wycliffe' strandation of the Bible had to be copied by
hand, whichisadow process. Most of the copies of Wydliffe s English Bible were destroyed. [Note
7]

A century and a hdlf later, the Tyndde-Coverdde Bible was published in 1535. William Tyndde and
Bishop Miles Coverdde trandated the origind Greek and Hebrew textsinto English. Their Bible was
published in Germany, where Tyndale had taken refuge. The printing press had been invented. This
enabled Tyndae and his followers to produce copies of their English Bible faster than they could be
found and destroyed. Tyndale was burned at the stake. [Note §]

Forty-seven years later (1582), the first Catholic trandation of the New Testament into English was
published. The Catholic trandation of the Old Testament was published in 1609. These trandations
were not from the origina Greek and Hebrew. Rather, they were from a Latin trandation of the Bible.
[Note 9]

CONDEMNING BIBLE SOCIETIES

In 1846, and again in 1849, Pope Pius IX officidly declared that Bible societies are “ crafty enemies’ of
the Catholic Church, and of humanity in generd. Why? Because they trandate the Bible into the
language of the common people, and they give Bibles to anybody who wants them, including people
who are not well educated. [ These encyclicas are available on-line. Note 10 gives addresses|]

In 1864, Pope Pius I X officialy declared that the idea that people have aright to freedom of conscience
and freedom of worship is“insanity,” “evil,” “depraved,” and “reprobate’. He aso declared that non-
Catholics who live in Catholic countries should not be dlowed to publicly practice their rdigion. In



1888, Pope Leo XlI1 declared that freedom of thought and freedom of worship are wrong. [These
encyclicas are available ontline. Note 11 gives addresses for them.]

According to the Cathalic doctrine of infdlibility, these are infalible statements. [Note 12] Therefore,
they cannot be reversed.

Thisis not ancient history. My grest great grandparents were dive in 1864.
ADDING TRADITION TO SCRIPTURE

The Roman Catholic Church officidly states that Catholic tradition is equd in authority to the Bible.
[Note 13] Catholic tradition congsts of various expressions of worship and belief of the Cathalic
people. [Note 14] Itisnebulous. It kegps changing. You cannot find it written in one place. You
can't redly put your hands on exactly what it is.

For Jesus evaluation of the religious traditions of histime, read Mark 7:1-13 and Matthew 15:1-9.
Jesus rebuked the scribes and Pharisees because their traditions nullified the Word of God. He used
Scripture to measure the vadidity of their rdigious traditions. He was distressed because the religious
leaders of histime considered their traditions to be equd in authority to Scripture. Jesus rebuked them

saying,

“This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me
with their lips, but their heart isfar from me. But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
(Matthew 15:8-9)

“For laying asde the commandment of God, ye hold the traditions of
men”. (See Mark 7:8.)

FORBIDDING PEOPLE TO
INTERPRET THE BIBLE FOR THEMSELVES

According to the officid teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, Catholics are required to find out how
the Catholic bishops interpret Scripture passages, and they are to accept what the bishops teach “with
docility” asif it came from Jesus Christ Himsdlf. In other words, they are not alowed to believe what
they read in the Bible without first checking it out with the Catholic Church. They are not dlowed to use
their own judgment or to follow their own conscience. They are required to believe whatever the
bishops teach without questioning it. [Note 15]

THE APOCRYPHA

The Apocrypha are books which occur in Catholic Bibles but not in Protestant ones. They were never
part of the Hebrew Bible, and the Jews did not recognize them as canonical. 1n 1548 the Council of



Trent declared that the Apocrypha are canonica (part of inspired Scripture) and it anathematized
anybody who believes otherwise. [Note 16]

Jesus and the Apostles quoted from the Old Testament hundreds of times, but they never treated any of
the apocrypha books as being authoritative. The gpocrypha books themsalves never claim to be the
Word of God. The books of Tobit and Judith contain serious historica inaccuracies. [Note 17] [Note
18]

Following isasummary of the main eventsin the Book of Tobit. [The Book of Tobit isavalable on
line. Note 19 gives addresses]

My references to chapters and verses are those of the Revised Standard trandation of Tobit. Thereisa
wide variation in trandations of Tohit, including differences in essentia matters. There are dso historica
and geographica inaccuracies in the Book of Tohit. For example, Sennecherib was not the son of
Shalmaneser. (Tobit 1:15) He was the son of Sargon the Usurper. [Note 20]

SUMMARY OF THE BOOK OF TOBIT

One night Tobit dept outdoors, with his face uncovered. He dept by the courtyard wall. There were
gparrows on the wall, and bird droppings fell into Tobit’s open eyes. Asaresult, awhite film formed
over his eyes and he became blind. The physicians were unable to help him. (Tobit 2:9-10)

A maiden named Sarah was reproached by her maids, who accused her of strangling seven husbands
before they consummeated their marriage with her. This was attributed to a demon named Asmodeus.
(Tobit 3:8)

The angel Raphael was sent to hed Tobit's eyes, and to bind the demon Asmodeus, and to give Sarah
in marriage to Tobias, the son of Tobit. (Tobit 3:17)

Tobias (Tobit’s son) was traveling with the angel Raphael (who appeared in the form of a Jewish man
named Azarias). A fish legped up from the river and tried to swalow Tobias. Then the angel told
Tobiasto catch thisfish. He caught it and threw it on the land. Then the angel told Tobiasto cut the
fish open and to keep the heart and liver and gdlbladder. He said that smoke from the heart and liver
would drive demons and evil spiritsaway. He dso said that if aman’s eyes are covered with white
films, then having them anointed with the fish gall would hed him. (Tohbit 6:1-9)

Tobias was afraid to marry Sarah because seven husbands had died in her bridal chamber. The angdl
told him to take burning incense and put the heart and liver of thefish on it in order to make a smoke.
He said that when the demon smdlled the smoke he would flee and never return. (Tobit 6:11-17)

Tobias married Sarah. He put the heart and liver of the fish upon burning incense. When the demon
smelled the odor he fled to the “remotest parts of Egypt” and the angdl bound him. Tobias and Sarah



went to deep. Sarah’sfamily was greetly relieved the next morning when both of them were dill dive.
(Tobit 7:1-8:14)

Tobias and his new wife went to Tobit'shome. The angel Raphad told Tobias to take the fish gdl with
him and rub it on hisfather’ seyes. He did, and Tobit's eyes were heded. (Tobit 11:2-16)

COMMENTSON TOBIT
Does this sound like inspired Scripture to you? Doesit reveal God's nature and character, and His
ways of dedling with His people? Doesit inspire you to want to know God better? Doesit give you
strength and courage to be afathful Chrigian?
If this was considered to be part of the Bible, would that increase your confidence in the Word of God?

CONCLUSION

God gave usthe Bible. Catholic monks helped preserve the Bible by copying it during the Middle
Ages.

The Roman Catholic Church kept the Biblein Latin. It killed scholars who trandated the Bible into
other languages. Thismade it difficult for people to understand the Bible.

The Catholic Church changed the Bible by adding the Apocryphato it.
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Chapter 9

Mandatory Celibacy

Lately the news has been telling us about Roman Catholic priests who sexudly molested boys.
Apparently these men were unable to handle mandatory cdlibacy.

The early Church did not require celibacy. We know that the Apostle Peter was married because Jesus
hesled Peter’ s mother-in-law when she had afever. (See Matthew 8:14-15 and Mark 1:30-31). We
know that bishops were married, because Paul gave them the guiddline that they should only have one
wife. (1 Timonthy 3:2) Paul mentions that Peter, other gpostles, and Jesus' brothers were married. (1
Corinthians 9:5)

Even now, priestsin the Eagtern Rite Church (a branch of the Roman Catholic Church) are dlowed to
marry. | have persondly known Byzantine Melchite (Eastern Rite) priests who were married.

There are some Roman Catholic priests who are legaly married. Over 100 married Protestant ministers
converted to Catholicism and were ordained as Roman Catholic priests. [Note 1]

Some priests are secretly married. When | was a Catholic | had aregular confessor, apriest | met with
every week to mentor me and instruct me on issues of faith and moras. Yearslater | was shocked to
learn that, while he was my confessor, he was secretly married. (Eventudly he left the Catholic Church
and openly married hiswife. Yearslater, he left hiswife and children, went back to the Cathaolic
Church, and was reingtated as a priest.)

When | was a nun, we were taught that the purpose of celibacy was to enable usto be more totaly
dedicated to God. The Apostle Paul said,

“But | would have you without carefulness. Hethat isunmarried careth

for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: But

he that is married careth for the things thet are of the world, how he may
please hiswife” (1 Corinthians 7:32-33)

This showsthat cdibacy isavaid cdling which can help people be more fully devoted to God. When
God cdls, He equips. | have known precious celibates (both Catholic and Protestant) whose devotion
to God isingpiring.

But what about requiring people to be cdibate? Earlier in the same chapter, Paul said,



“But | would that dl men were even as| mysdf. But every man hath
his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after

that. | say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them
if they abide even as1. But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it
is better to marry than to burn.” (1 Corinthians 7:7-9, emphasis added)

While discussng cdibacy, Paul said that God has given people different gifts. 1t isgood for a person
who has been given the gift of cdibacy to be cdibate. Buit if they do not have that gift, then it is better
for them to marry.

In spite of Paul’ s admonition, the Roman Catholic Church requir es that priests, nuns, and monks be
celibate. How did that happen?

Pope Gregory VII reigned from 1073 to 1085. At the time, most Catholic priests were married. Kings
and nobles donated property to the Roman Catholic Church in exchange for the faithful service of
priests. Some prieststried to leave this property to their heirs. In addition, they had loyalty to the
nobles who provided them with homes. In order to protect Church property, and to ensure that the
loyalty of the priests went to the Pope and not to secular rulers, Pope Gregory abolished clerica
marriage. He passed laws requiring that priests be cdlibate, and he got rid of married priests. [Note 2]

In 655 A.D., by passing adecree, the ninth Council of Toledo turned the children of married priestsinto
Church property. They immediately became the permanent daves of the Catholic Church. 1n 1089, by
passing a decree, the Synod of Mdfi under Pope Urban 11 turned the wives of married priestsinto
property. The priests were put into prison and their wives were sold into davery. Thelr children were
either sold into davery or else abandoned. [Note 3]

Married priests were atarget of the Inquisition. [Note 4]

Thereisaweb dtefor priests who are struggling with celibacy. [Note 5] There is an on-line support
group for priests and nunswho are involved in “romantic relationships’. [Note 6] There are support
groups for children who have been fathered by Catholic priests. [Note 7]

In the ladt fifteen years, the Roman Catholic Church in America paid nearly one billion dollars because
of Cathalic priests who were convicted of sexua abuse. Cathalic priestsin ten other countries have
als0 been convicted of sexud abuse. There are two support groups for helping women who are
sexudly involved with Cathalic parish priests. Eastern Rite churches (which do not require celibacy) do
not have these problems. [Note §]
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Chapter 10

A Modern Bid for Power

During the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church controlled the known world. Popes gave orders
to kings and emperors.

A Vatican ingder has warned us that the Catholic Church is diligently working to regain its historic
position of power over world leaders.

Maachi Martin recently died. He was a Catholic priest, a Vatican diplomat, and the persona confessor
of Pope John XXIIl. Martin believed that the Vatican wants to control the world again, asit did in the
Middle Ages. He wrote a book about this entitled, “ The Keys of This Blood: Pope John Paul 11 Versus
Russia and the West for Control of the New World Order.” [Note 1]

When Martin wrote this book in 1990, the U.S.S.R. was the great competitor of the West. If hewrote
the book today, he might discuss Mudim nations and China. But whoever the competing nations are,
the Vatican is working to gain world domination.

If the Vatican succeedsin its bid for power, then it may bein a pogtion to impose its laws (Canon Law)
on many nations. [Note 2 gives information about Canon Law.|

Canon 1311 of Roman Catholic Canon Law says that the Catholic Church has the right to “coer ce
offending members of the Chrigtian faithful” (emphasis added).

Canon 752 says that “the Christian faithful” are required to submit their minds and wills to doctrines
declared by the Pope or the college of bishops, and to be careful to avoid anything which disagrees with
those doctrines.

Does the term “the Chridtian faithful” in these laws refer to dl Chrigtians? Or only to Roman Catholics?
The term could be interpreted either way.

Are Protestants numbered among “the Chrigtian faithful”? Here the Catholic Church is on the horns of
adilemma. If it says“yes,” then it admitsthat its laws judtify the persecution of Protestants. If it says
“no,” then it admits that the term “ separated brethren” ismeaningless. If Protestants are not “Christian
faithful” then ecumenism does not make any sense (unlessit isjust aploy to bring Protestants back into
the Roman Catholic Church.)



Of course, the Catholic Church can take the option of keeping the written laws as they are, but verbally
saying that it would never use them to persecute Protestants. To bdlieve that is like believing a sdlesman
who promises you things that aren’t in the written contract.

Canon 1366 saysthat “parents’ are to be punished with “a just penalty” if they dlow their children to
“be baptized or educated in a non-Cathalic religion”. The reference to baptism shows that this refersto
Chrigtian religions which are not Roman Catholic.

Canon 1371 says that “aperson” who teaches a doctrine which has been condemned by an ecumenica
council isto be punished. The Council of Trent described every single doctrine of the Protestant
Reformation, and condemned it. It dso listed Protestant objections to Catholic doctrine, and
condemned them.

The wording of these laws does not indicate whether they apply to dl Chrigtians, or only to Roman
Catholics. They are written in such abroad way that it might be possible to interpret them in away that
appliesto nonCathalics.

If atime ever comes when the Roman Catholic Church interprets these laws as gpplying to non
Catholics, then it would become a crime (an act contrary to Canon Law) for a person to be Protestant
and to ingruct their children in their beiefs.

It would also become a crime for Catholics to convert to Protestantism and then share their new faith
with other people (including their own children). Sharing can be consdered to be aform of teaching.
And their new faith would include things which are contrary to Catholic doctrine.

This doesn't seem fair because most Catholics were baptized into the Catholic Church when they were
babies. In other words, they were made Catholics without their consent.

These laws say that offenders are to be punished with a“just pendty”. Thisterm is so broad that it can
be interpreted to mean dmost anything. It givesimmense discretionary power to whoever isin authority
a thetime.

During the time of the Protestant Reformation, it was a crime to be a Protestant. Being burned aive
was consdered to be a*“just pendty” for the crime of disagreeing with Catholic doctrine. Similarly,
during the Inquisition, torture and desth were consdered to be “just pendties’ for the crime of
“heresy” (disagreeing with Catholic doctrine). (See the chapter, “Hunting ‘Heretics”.)

Right now, the Catholic Church does not have the power to openly persecute Protestants. So the issue
of whether or not Canon Law can be said to apply to nonCatholics is not a matter of practica concern.

However, if the Vatican succeedsin its bid for power, then the definition of “the Chrigtian faithful” in
Canon Law may have far-reaching consequences for Protestants.
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Chapter 11

The Numbers Game

People tend to be impressed with size. “Bigger” and “better” often go together in advertisng dogans.
But is this how God sees things? Can we assume that the Roman Catholic Church must be right
because it isso big?

Goliath was huge, powerful, and a seasoned warrior. He was admired by the Philistines and feared by
the Isradlites. People were impressed with Goliath, but God wasn't. God used a shepherd named
David to kill the giant. (1 Samue 17:1-54)

When Gideon fought the Midianites, he started out with 32,000 men. That sounds like an impressve
number until you read that the Midianite soldiers were a multitude which filled the vdley like a plague of
locusts. But God told Gideon that he had too many men, and he was to send home every man who was
afrad. Two-thirds of hismen left (22,000 out of 32,000). Then God disqudified al but 300 of the
10,000 men who remained. That left Gideon with one percent of hisorigind soldiers. (Judges 7:1-9)

In God's eyes, which group were the true hearted soldiers through whom He could do miracles? The
31,7007 Or the 300 who defeated the Midianites? If you read what happened, you will see that God
was with the one percent.

Could the difference be even grester than a hundred to one and siill have God be with the minority?
Well, what if the 31,700 had decided that because the 300 were different, they must be “heretics’ and
therefore they should be killed?

Jesus spoke about alarge crowd of people which goes the wrong way, to its destruction, and asmall
group of people who finds the right way, which leadsto life. He said,

“Enter yein at the drait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that |eadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in therest:
Because drait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

If you look at the context in which Jesus said this, He was speaking to the multitudesin Isragl. These
were not pagans who served horrible demon “gods’. These were God' s chosen people, in covenant
with Him, the people who had the Scriptures, the people to whom God had sent the prophets. And
Jesus warned them that there was a broad, popular way, which most people would choosg, that would
lead to destruction.
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Jesus spoke of Godly people who would be despised, and false people who would be widely accepted.
Hesad,

“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shdl say dl manner of evil againg you fasdy, for my sske. Rgoice and
be exceeding glad: for greet is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you.” (Matthew 5:11-12)

“Woe unto you, when dl men shal speak wdl of you! For so did their
fathersto the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26)

Obvioudy, being part of asmal minority that is spoken againgt does not necessarily make people right.
David Koresh and Jm Jones were dead wrong.

My point isthat you cannot use numbers to decide whether or not people areright. We need to
measure their teachings againg Scripture. Our plumb lineisthe Bible, not the caculator.



Chapter 12

Conclusion

There was atime when James and John wanted to cal down fire upon some people. “But [Jesus)|
turned, and rebuked them, and said, Y e know not what manner of spirit yeareof.” (Luke 9:55,
emphasis added)

Can the same thing be said of the Roman Catholic Church?

If you want to know what something redlly is, then look at how it behaves when it isin apogtion of
power.

Y ou have seen some of the things that the Catholic Church has done when it was in a position of power.
How do they compare with the way that Jesus and the Apostles treated people?

Read the Gospels and the Book of Acts and compare what you see in the Bible with what you seein
the Roman Catholic Church. Are they operating in the same spirit?

Thereisan old saying about the Roman Catholic Church that when it isin the minority, then it is as meek
asalamb. When it has equa power, thenitisasdy asafox. Andwhenitisinthe mgority (and
therefore in a postion of power), then it isasfierce asatiger.



Appendix

“Accordingto Tradition . ..”

We often hear the expression, “According to tradition...”. But how reliable are these statements? The
following illustrates that peopl€ s confidence in these traditions can be disproportionate to the evidence
supporting them.

According to tradition, around 40 A.D., the Apostle James (the Greater) wasin Saragossa, Spain. He
was discouraged because his mission had failed. Mary gppeared to him. She gave him a pillar (column)
of jagper wood, and a smal wooden statue of hersdf. She dso told him to build a church in her honor.
Thisis congdered to be the first apparition of Mary. [Note 1]

There are some problems with this story. In the first place, in 40 A.D., Mary may well have been dive.
(It was only afew years after Jesus was crucified.) If shewas alive, then how could she “appear” to

anybody?

In the second place, the early Chrigtians didn’t have churches. They met in people’ s homes. (See Acts
2:46; Acts 20:20; Romans 16:19; 1 Corinthian 16:19; Colossans 4:15; Philemon 1:2, which dl refer to
churches meeting in peopl€ shomes.) The Book of Acts ends around 60 A.D., when Paul wasin
Rome. Thereisno record of any church buildings. (Thisisabout 20 years after Mary supposedly
gppeared to James and told him to build a church in her honor.)

Furthermore, sarting with the stoning of Stephen, Chrigtians were killed for their faith. It isbasic
common sense that people who are being killed for their faith do not want to call attention to their
religious gatherings. That is not a good time to build church buildings.

According to tradition, in the eighth century, a hermit “discovered” the body of the Apostle James (the
Gresater) in Saragossa, Spain. [Note 2] This discovery is questionable in view of the fact that (asswe
shal see) the Catholic Church has a history of fake discoveries of relics (bodies of saints, pieces of the
“true’ cross, the nails which were used to crucify Jesus, bread from the Feeding of the Five Thousand,
etc.).

Reics were believed to have spiritua power to protect people from demons, give them victory in war,
and bless them in other ways. People wore small relics on chains around their necks, as charms for
protection. Churches were built over the bodies of saints. Important relics drew pilgrims, which brought
money. Bodies of saints were stolen and portions of them were sold for money. Kings and bishops
took gresat risks to stedl the bodies of important saints. Towns that had relics prospered and expanded.
Fraudulent relicswere sold. Graveyards were robbed, and the bodies were passed off asrelics of
saints. [Note 3]



Rdics were important for raisng money. Higtorian Paul Johnson says, “A cathedrd without awell-
known saint was missing an important source of revenue’. [Note 4]

A great cathedra was built in Saragossain honor of Our Lady of the Rillar. (Itisin an areaof
Saragossa known as Campogtela) Itisamgor pilgrimage sSte. The wooden statue of Mary, and the
pillar (the column of jasper wood) can be seen on specid occasions. [Note 5]

The cathedra in Saragossa has a Satue of Our Lady of the Pillar which wears clothing. It has acrown
made of 25 pounds of gold and diamonds, with so many diamonds that you can hardly seethe gold. In
addition, it has six other crowns of gold, diamonds, and emerdds. It has 365 mantles, embroidered
with gold and covered with roses of diamonds and other precious stones. It has 365 necklaces of
pearls and diamonds, and six chains of gold set with diamonds. The cathedra has another statue of
Mary which isfive feet high, made of pure silver set with precious stones, with a diamond-studded
crown of pure gold. [Note 6]

According to tradition, the head of the Apostle James (the Grester) isburied in Jerusdem. Itisinthe
Cathedral of St. James. This conflicts with the Saragossa tradition [Note 7]



Biography

| sarted out asa“liberd” intdlectual who was prejudiced againgt Chrigtianity. | had been taught to
believe that Chrigtians were gullible people who were ether stupid or uneducated. | wasbasicaly an
agnostic who didn’t know or care whether God existed. For me, the idea of God was irrelevant. |
looked to science, psychology, and palitics to save mankind from its problems.

During my senior year in high schoal, | fel in love with ayoung man who was a devout Catholic. That
was my first encounter with someone who strongly believed in God. | may have met Chrigtians before
that, but they didn’'t make their Chrigtian beliefs known to me.

This young man prayed. He was aman of integrity. Hislife was guided by hisrdigious beliefs. He had
akind of compassion and respect for people that | had not seen before. | wanted it. | figured that it
had something to do with hisreligion, so | sarted taking ingtruction in Catholicism. The young man
moved away, but | continued studying Catholiciam.

During my first year of college | went to aloca priest every week for ingruction. Under hisdirection, |
studied many books including the “ Baltimore Catechism” and biographies of well known modern
Catholics. (Thiswasin the days of the Latin Mass, before there was aforma catechumen program.) |
was unable to return to college the following year. | found another priest and continued studying
Catholicism. The priest gave me books to study including a series of booklets on Scripture. (There
was a booklet for each book of the Bible. On each page, the top hdf of the page contained Scripture
and the bottom half contained a Catholic commentary about those portions of Scripture.)

My job was close to a Catholic Church, and | went to Mass during lunch hour. | prayed for God to
give mefaith. | was praying even though | wasn't surethat God existed. My very first prayer was,
“God, if You're out there, show me.” | didn’t take communion because | wasn't a Catholic. | only
said as much of the Apostles Creed as | actudly believed. It wasalong time before | could even say
the opening phrase, 1 believein God’.

After severd years | was baptized a Roman Catholic. Soon afterwards, my brother also became a
Cathalic. Hisingtruction was through group classes. | attended those classes with him. | was hungry to
learn anything that | could about God.

| went to a Catholic college and mgored in Religious Education. My classes on Scripture taught alot of
modern “higher criticiam,” and some of my Religious Education teachers taught things that seemed to be
contrary to the officid teachings of the Catholic Church. | found a conservative priest and | checked
teachings out with him to see if they were the officid teaching of the Catholic Church. Becausel no
longer trusted the teachings of the Religious Education department, | changed mgjors.
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When | entered the convent, | was careful to choose a conservative one which followed the officid
teachings of the Catholic Church. My training for religious life included studying the documents of the
Second Vatican Counsdl, other books relating to Catholic doctrine, and biographies of well known
sants.

| spent over two years as apostulant and anovice. Thiswas atime of testing for the leaders of the
convent, and for me, to decide whether or not | should make vows. My mother superior had some
questions about my cdling, and she and the leadership decided that | should not remain in the convent.
| left the convent on good terms and have occasionally been in contact with the Ssters since then.

Our mother superior was very careful about which priests she alowed to say Mass a our convent. We
had priests who were loyd to God and to the Catholic Church. They bdieved the Bible. They were
faithful men.

When | |&ft the convent and went to live with my parents, | couldn't find priestslike that. The locdl
priests seemed to have little faith and little loydty, either to God or to the Catholic Church. | remember
one Mass where the homily (a short sermon) was so distressing thet | 1eft in tears. | Stayed outside,
weeping. But then | went back in, in order to take communion. | tried every Catholic church in town,
but | couldn't find agood priest.

| vividly remember a priest who was spoke about Luke 7:38-50. Thiswasthe time when Jesus atein
the home of a Pharisee and a woman came and wept and washed Jesus feet with her tears, and dried
them with her hair, and anointed them with ointment. The Pharisse was critical. Jesustold him that he
had not washed Jesus' feet, but the woman did. He had not greeted Jesus with akiss, but the woman
kissed hisfeet. The Catholic priest said that this event must not have redlly happened, because it would
be rude for a guest to say something like that to his host, and Jesus would never have been rude. This
illugtrates an attitude towards Scripture which | encountered with a number of priests. It wasvery
distressng.

Meanwhile, my parents had become Chrigtians. They attended a Protestant church where the pastor
believed the Bible and loved the people. Because the locd Catholic churches were distressing, | Sarted
doing the splits. | went to early morning Mass and then | attended my parents  church. | did the splits
for years.

| made mysdlf go to Mass out of duty. But | went to my parents church eagerly. | learned exciting
things about the Bible there. | sang songs that stirred my soul. | took classes that made me more and
more hungry for Scripture. | got to know people who were enthusiastic about God. | learned that
Biblicd principles redly work, and thet they make a sgnificant practicd differencein red life Stuaions.

As| learned more about the Bible, | began to redize that some Catholic teachings are contrary to
Scripture. Thiswas disturbing, but | kind of pushed those contradictions to the back of my mind and



didn’'t dedl with them. They made me unessy, but | wasn't emotionaly able to handle the idea thet there
might be something wrong with the Catholic Church.

My brother was adevout Catholic. He assisted the priests at Mass for many years. Helived severd
hours drive away from us. We had atradition that on Easter and Christmas, he would come vist and
we would go to Midnight Mass together.

One Chrigtmas, at Midnight Mass, the priest taught that the Christmas story as presented in the Bible is
basicdly apiousfary tde to make people fed good, but it has nothing to do with redity. My brother
got so angry that he wanted to jump up and shout, "Are we here to celebrate it or to debateit?!

The next day, we went to church with our parents. The pastor there told usthat Danidl had been in
charge of the "wise men" of Babylon (magi). Therefore, they knew about Badlam's prophecy that the
King of the Jews would be herdded by astar. Their rdigion included watching the stars for signs. So
when they saw the specid dar, they redized that it sgnded the coming of this specid King of the Jews.
Also, one of their functions was to decide who the valid king was if there was a controversy abot it.
So when they came to confirm that Jesus was truly the King of the Jews, they were fulfilling their officid
function.

Needless to say, the contrast was striking. And troubling. | did alot of praying after that. By the
following Eagter, | had left the Catholic Church and joined my parents church.

| didn't know what to tell my brother and his wife, because they were coming to vist a Eagter, and | did
not want to go to Midnight Mass with them. We had along, awkward telephone conversation. Then |
finaly told them. They gstarted laughing. They had dso Ieft the Catholic Church, and were in the
process of vigting different churches, trying to find a church home.

There was aprayer that had a mgor impact on my life, but | don’'t remember the exact words. When |
prayed it, | was crying and | didn’t know why. And afterwards, things were different, but it's hard to
put into words. The prayer was something like this:

“Jesus, | want to know You. Pleasereved Yoursdf to me and make
the Bible come dive for me. | want to be clean and sart over again.
Please forgive my sins. Wash them away and set me free. | want to live
right. Please change my heart. Help melove what You love, and turn
away from thingsthat displease You. You know what's best for me. |
want to do things Y our way. Please be the Lord of my life. Teach me
to lovetheway You love. Help me befathful to You. Thank You for
loving me and for hearing this prayer. Thank Y ou for being my Lord
and my Savior.”

Since then | have been struggling with issues related to Catholiciam.  This book emerged from that
sruggle. In addition to being aformer nun, | am aso awidow. My husband and | were very close, and
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his death introduced me to alevd of emotiond pain that | didn’t know was possible. But God is faithful.



Poems

YOUR WORD

Y our Word brings life to save my soul.
Y our Truth brings light to make me whole.

Y our perfect love casts out my fears,
Comforts me, and dries my tears.

I’m in the shadow of Y our wings
Where you teach my heart to ang.

Safe and secure from dl darm,
Y our faithful love kegps me from harm.

| will bless You dl my days.
Y ou fill my heart with songs of prase.
JESUS, SON OF DAVID

Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me,

Light my path and guide my way.
Make mefathful, so I'll stay
Closeto Y ou throughout the day,
Devoted to You in every way.

Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me.
Openmy eyesthat | may see

The precious truth that Y ou have for me.
Open my heart to love as You do.
Enable me to be faithful and true,

Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me,
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GOD'SLOVE

The God who made the world has dways loved us.
Before we drew a breath, our heart was known.
God created usto live with Him forever,

To sing and dance with joy before His throne.

Our time on earth ishard, but it isflegting.

No matter how things seem, God's always there.
He Il guide us and protect us and watch over us,
And take away each tear and fear and care.

And when the toil and pain and fear have ended,
When sorrow's gone, and al we know islove,
Then we and God will celebrate forever,
Regoicing with the saintsin Heaven above,

JESUS, YOU'RE THE LOVE

Jesus, You're the love who'l never leave me.
Y ou're the love who'll dways understand.

Y ou will not forsake me or decaeive me.
Youll stay by my sde until the end.

When I'm afraid, You'll wrap Y our arms around me.
Y ou're the faithful friend who's tried and true.

No matter what the troubles that surround me

You will find away to get me through.

Your loveis strong, it's deeper than the ocean.
It's higher than the moon and stars above.

When earth and stars are gone and time has ended,
I'll ill live, rgoicing in Your love.

Y ou have my permission to set these poemsto music. | don't want any roydties.
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Notes

CHAPTER 1-- INTRODUCTION
There are no notes for this chapter.
CHAPTER 2-- ANATHEMAS

1. “Anathema’ in “The Catholic Encyclopedia’ (1913 edition), Volume 1. Thisarticleisavailable on
line. Theritud is described in detail, with alengthy quotation, on pages 2-3 of my print-out.
http://Amww.newadvent.org/cathen/01455e.htm

2. “Inquigtion” in “The Catholic Encyclopedia’ (1913 edition), Volume 8. Thisarticleis available on-
line. The quotation isfrom the second paragraph of the article. The Office of the Inquistionisan
ecclesagticd indtitution for suppressing heresy. It is apermanent office with heedquartersin Rome
(described on pages 1 and 23-24 of my print-out).

http://Aww.newadvent.org/cathen/08026a.htm

For a Protestant perspective on the Inquisition, you can go to the following article. 1t is on the web Site
of Bart Brewer, who isaformer Cathalic priest.
http://mtc.org/~bart/inquishtm

3. Canon 752 in “Code of Canon Law,” Latin English edition, New English Trandation (Washington,
DC: Canon Law Society of America, 1988), page 247.

4. Canons 1311 and 1312 in “Code of Canon Law,” page 409.

5. Fallowing isalink to an article on the Vatican' s web ste.
http:/Amww.vatican.valroman_curialcongregations/cfaithv/index.htm [Click on “Profile’.]
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change of name of the Office of the Inquisition a the following Stes:
http:/AMww.geocities.conviberianinquisition/office.html

http://es.rice.edW/EShumsoc/Gdileo/Student Work/Tria 96/breu/timeline.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1251000/1251677.sm

6. “Ineffabilis Deus’ (* Apostolic Contitution on the Immaculate Conception”). Encyclica of Pope
Pius X issued December 8, 1854. Near the end of this papa bull there is a section entitled “ The
Definition”. The statementsthat | described arein the last paragraph of that section. Thisencyclicd is
available onrline.

http:/Amww.newadvent.org/docs/pi09id.htm



http://Mww.geocities.com/papd encyclica SPiusD9/plineff.htm
http:/Aww.catholic-forum.com/saints/bvm00013.htm
http://Mmww.geocities.com/papd encyclica SPiusD9/plineff.htm

7. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity” (New York: Smon & Schuster, a Touchstone Book,
1995), page 308. Paul Johnson isaprominent historian and a Cathalic.

8.”Munificentissmus Deus’ (“Defining the Dogma of the Assumption™), paragraph 47. Encyclicd of
Pope Pius X11 issued November 1, 1950. This papd bull is available on-line
http://mww.geocities.com/papaencyclica SPius12/P12MUNIF.HTM

9. Paul Johnson, “A History of Chridtianity,” page 199.
CHAPTER 3 -- THE COUNCIL OF TRENT

1. Thisarticle from a Baptist web Ste gives generd information about the Council of Trent. It quotesa
number of decrees relating to Evangelica doctrines.
http:/Amww.wayoflife.org/fbngtrent.ntm

Thisarticleisfrom a Catholic web site which isrun by a Catholic priest. It has quotations from the
Council of Trent on saverd subjects, including 11 decrees dedling with communion.
http://www.trosch.org/chu/trent- 1.htm

Thislink gives the canons of the Council of Trent dealing with communion (the eucharis).
http://codes gn.scu.edwarth12/text_counciloftrent.html

The entire text of the Council of Trent isavailable on-line
http://history.hanover.edu/early/trent.htm
http://history.hanover.edu/texts'trent/ctoul|.html
http://www.pax- et-veritas.org/Council s/trent/trent.htm

2. “Lumen Gentium” (“Dogmatic Congtitution on the Church”), paragraph 51. In Austin Hannery
(Editor), “Vatican Council 11: The Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents,” VVolume 1, New Revised
Edition, fourth printing (Northport, NY: Costello Publishing Company, 1998), page 412.

3. “Optatum Totius’ (“Decree on Priestly Training”), Concluson. In Augtin Flannery (Editor),
“Vatican Council 11: The Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents,” Volume 1, page 724.
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“Catechism of the Catholic Church” with a search engine.
http:/Amww.christusrex.org/www2/kerygmalccc/searcheat.html

http://www.schorromeo.org



5. “The Catechism of the Catholic Church” (Washington, DC: U.S. Catholic Conference, 2000),
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http://mww.christusrex.org/www2/kerygmalcec/searcheat.html

http:/Aww.scborromeo.org
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According to the British,” first subheading, “The Most Shameful Episode’. This article isavailable on
line. Theinformation ison page 1 of my print-out. hitp:/AMww.maltamag.com/features/civil_rights3.html

13. E.C. Schembri, “The Making of a Statesman”. Thisis an article about Mintoff, the Labor Party
candidate in Mata s 1962 eection. The information is on page 2 of my print-out.
http://members.tripod.com/~bezzul/mintoff2.htm

14. Joe Mizz, “Liberty of Conscience”. Ontline article by acitizen of Mdta
http://mww.justforcatholics.org/arz6.htm

15. “The Catechism of the Catholic Church” (Washington, DC: U.S. Catholic Conference, 2000),
Paragraphs 1854-1856, 1863. The “Catechism” summarizes the essential and basic teachings of the
Roman Catholic Church. 1t was approved by Pope John Paul 11 in 1992 and the English trandation was
released in 1994. The latest English edition was printed in 2000. It is available on-line, with asearch
engine.

http://www.christusrex.org/www2/kerygmalcec/searcheat.html

http://www.scborromeo.org

16. “The Catechism of the Catholic Church,” Paragraphs 1033, 1874.
17. “The Catechism of the Catholic Church,” Paragraphs 1395, 1424, 1449, 1434, 1497.
CHAPTER 6 -- HUNTING “HERETICS’

1. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity” (New Y ork: Touchstone, Smon & Schuster, 1995), pages
112-119. Paul Johnson isa Catholic and a prominent historian. Bruce L. Shelley, “ Church History in
Plain Language,” Updated 2nd Edition (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), page
128.

2. Canon 751, “Code of Canon Law,” Latin-English Edition, New English Trandation (Washington,
DC: Canon Law Society of America, 1989), page 247. According to Canon 751, “heresy” appliesto
people who have been baptized. However, most Catholics are baptized asinfants, when they have no
say in the matter. Also, the law does not say that it only applies to baptized Catholics, so it could be
interpreted to apply to people who have been baptized as Protestants. During the Protestant
Reformation, people who had been born and raised Protestant were killed as “heretics’. For centuries,
the Wadensans and other Bible-bdieving Chrigtians (who were never baptized as Cathaolics) were
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persecuted as “heretics’. In Spain, Jews and Mudims (unbaptized people) were persecuted as
“heretics’.

3. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chridtianity,” page 273.

4. “Tyndae, William” in the “World Book Encyclopedia 2000” (on CD-Rom). Information about
William Tynddeis avalable on-line.

http:/Amww.hertford.ox.ac.uk/aumni/tynddehtm
http:/Amww.loc.gov/loc/Icib/9707/web/tyndde.html

http:/Mww.cantonbaptist.org/ha | offame/tyndale.htm

http:/mwww.williamtynda e.com/Owel comewilliamtynda e htm

http:/Amnww.llano.net/bapti st/tyndal e.htm
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6. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” pages 254-255; 273.
7. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” pages 119-120.

8. Gabrid Audiso (trandated by Claire Davison), “The Wadensian Dissent: Persecution and Surviva”
(Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pages 11-12. “Francis, Saint” and
“Francis, Saint, Conversion” in Encyclopediacom (an on-line encyclopedia published by Columbia
Universty; it has a search engine).

http://mww.encycl opedia.com/articles/04681.html

http://mww.encycl opedia.com/articles/04681Conversion.html

9. Bruce L. Shdley, “Church Higtory in Plain Language,” pages 207-208. Dr. Bill Jackson,
“Wddenses’. Thisarticleison-line. | encourage you to read it. Dr. Jackson combines excellent
scholarship with touching portraits of heroic people.

http:/Amww.ange fire.com/ky/dodone/NAS.html

10. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chridtianity,” page 251.

11. Clifford Pereira, “Glimpses of Church History, 1200 - 1300". Ontline article.
http://mww.goa-world.net/overseas- digest/Archives%202/history%6208.html

12. Bruce L. Shdley, “Church Higtory in Plain Language,” page 185.
13. Bruce L. Shdley, “Church Higtory in Plain Language,” page 215.

14. Pope Boniface V111, “Unam Sanctam,” November 18, 1302. This short encyclicd is available on-
line. The quotationis at the very end of it.



http:/Aww.geocities.com/papd encyclical Bon08/B8unam.htm
http://faculty.juniata.edu/tuten/unam.html
http:/AMww.catholicism.org/pages'unam.htm
http://Aww.newadvent.org/docs/bo08us.htm

http:/Amww.fordham.edw/ha sall/source/b8- unam.html

15. Gabrid Audisio, “The Wadensan Dissent: Persecution and Surviva,” page 11.
16. Bruce L. Shdley, “Church Higtory in Plain Language,” pages 206-209.

17. “Wadenses’ in Encyclopedia.com.
http://www.encyclopedia.com/articles/13592.html

18. Gabridl Audisio, “The Wadensan Dissent: Persecution and Surviva” (Cambridge, England:
Cambridge University Press, 1999), summary from the back cover of the book. J. McCabe, “The
Waddensans'. Thisarticleisontline

http://orthodox.truepath.com/articles/catholicism/oppress on/Wa densanshtm

19. Gabriel Audisio, “The Wadendan Dissent: Persecution and Surviva,” pages 189-190.
“Wadenses’ in Encyclopedia.com.

http:/mww.encycl opedia.com/articles/13592.html

J. McCabe, “The Waldensans’. Thisarticleisonline
http://orthodox.truepath.com/articles/catholicism/oppress on/Wa densgans.htm

Dr. Bill Jackson, “Wddenses’. Thisarticleison-line
http:/Amww.angdfire.com/ky/dodone/NAS.html

20. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” pages 253-255. Bruce L. Shelley, “Church Higtory in
Plain Language,” pages 211-212.

21. “Bruce L. Shdley, “Church Higtory in Plain Language,” page 231.

22. Dave Hunt, “A Woman Rides the Beast” (Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House Publishers, 1994), page
246.

23. Paul Johnson, “A History of Chrigtianity,” page 308.
24. Dave Hunt, “A Woman Rides the Beast,” page 253.
25. Paul Johnson, “A History of Chrigtianity,” page 353.

26. Bruce L. Shelley, “ Church History in Plain Language,” page 274.
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27. Paul Johnson, “A History of Chridtianity,” page 308.

28. Following isalink to an article on the Vatican' sweb dite.
http:/AMww.vatican.valroman_curialcongregations/cfaith/index.htm [Click on “Profile’.]

The Vatican web steisdow and it doesn't dways come up. Y ou can aso find information about the
change of name of the Office of the Inquistion at the following Stes:

http:/AMww.geocities.conviberianinquisition/office.html
http://es.rice.edWEShumsoc/Gdileo/Student. Work/Tria 96/breu/timeline.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid _1251000/1251677.sm
29. Bruce L. Shelley, “Church Higtory in Plain Language,” pages 225-231. “Lolladry” in
Encyclopediacom.
http://mww.encycl opedia.com/articles/07588.html
30. Quoted in Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” page 318.

CHAPTER 7-- CREDENTIALS
1. Mdachi Martin, “The Decline and Fal of the Roman Church” (New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons,
1981), pages 31-33. A mgor theme of thisbook is the radical change which occurred in the Church as
aresult of Congtantine. Maachi Martin recently died. He was a Catholic priest, atheologian, and a
Vatican ingder. He was the persona confessor of Pope John X XIII.

2. Paul Johnson, “A Higory of Chrigianity” (New Y ork: Touchstone, Simon & Schuster, 1995), pages
67-68. Paul Johnson isa Catholic and a prominent historian.

3. Mdachi Martin, “The Decline and Fal of the Roman Church,” page 33. Paul Johnson, “A History
of Chrigianity,” page 67. Information about the days of the week being named for pagan gods and
goddesses can be found in agood dictionary. Look up each day of the week, and “ Saturn”. | used
“Webgter's Dictionary,” 1941 edition, which gives the origins of words.

4. Paul Johnson, “A History of Chrigtianity,” pages 68-69.

5. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” page 69.

6. Mdachi Martin, “The Decline and Fal of the Roman Church,” pages 33-34.

7. Mdachi Martin, “The Decline and Fal of the Roman Church,” pages 34-35.



8. James G. McCarthy, “The Gospd According to Rome’ (Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House
Publishers, 1995), pages 231-232. James McCarthy isaformer Catholic

9. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” page 69.

10. Theodosius was forbidden to go into the Cathedra of Milan or to take the sacraments. Thisis
excommunication, being cut off from the Church. Theodosius had to repent in order to be restored to
the Church. Articles about this event are on-line at the following addresses.

“Ambrose, Saint” in “The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia,” Sixth Edition, copyright 2000.
http:/Amww.encycl opedia.convarticlesnew/00413.html

“Theododus1” in “The Cathalic Encyclopedia” Volume 14. Thisaticleisavaladle ontline
http://mww.newadvent.org/cathen/14577d.htm

“St. Ambrose Humiliates Theodos us the Great”.
http:/Amww.fordham.edu/hd sall/ancient/theodoret-ambrosel. html

Christopher S. Mackay, “Theodosius’. See the section “Theodosiusin the Thrall of Ambrose”
http://iwww.ud berta.cal~csmackay/CLASS 379/Theodosius.html

11. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” pages 113-119.

12. Vdican finances are amgor theme of David Ydlop's book, “In God's Name: An Investigation into
the Murder of Pope John Paul 1.” This book iswell written, thoroughly researched, and gripping.
(Don't sart reading it before bed because it’s hard to put the book down. Y ou may wind up reading al
night.) Vatican ingders asked Yadlop to investigate the Pope' s death because they believed that he had
been murdered. Ydlop did hishomework. He interviewed Mafia gangsters and Vatican insders.

13. Ontline articles about Weems and the cherry tree story are at the following addresses.
http://xroads.virginiaedw~CAP/gw/gwmora.html
http:/Aww.virginia.eduw/gwpaperslessonlifelifel.html
http:/Amww.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrid S'trialheroeHEROSEARCH2.html

14. These different beliefs and practices are described by Madachi Martin in “The Decline and Fal of
the Roman Church,” pages 11-28. Martin was a Catholic priest, an eminent theologian, and a
professor at the Vatican's Pontifical Ingtitute.

15. Mdachi Martin, “The Decline and Fal of the Roman Church,” page 132.

16. “ Catechism of the Catholic Church” (Washington, DC: U.S. Catholic Conference, 2000),
paragraph 891. This book comesin numerous editions and languages. Because it has numbered
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paragraphs, statements can be accuratdly located in spite of the variety of editions. The “Catechism” is
available ontline with a seerch engine,

http://mww.christusrex.org/www2/kerygmalcec/searcheat.html

http://www.scborromeo.org

17. “Catechism of the Catholic Church,” paragraph 891.

18. William Webgter, “The Church of Rome a the Bar of History” (Carlide, Pennsylvania The Banner
of Truth Trust, 1995), pages 63-71.

19. William Webgter, “The Church of Rome at the Bar of History,” pages 81-85.

20. Pope Pius I X, “Quanta Curd’ (*Condemning Current Errors’), December 8, 1864. The “error” is
given in Section 3, second paragraph. (Most numbered sections consist of only one paragraph. This
section has two paragraphs.)  Paragraph 6 formaly condemns dl of the “errors’ which are described in
the encyclicd. Thisencydlicd isavalable on-line

http://mwww.pax- et-veritas.org/Popes/Pius_| X/quantacu.htm
http:/Aww.catholic-forum.com/saints/pope0255e.htm
http://Amww.dickinson.edu/~rhyne/232/Six/Quanta_Cura_Both.html

Pope Pius IX, “The Syllabus of Errors,” December 8, 1864, paragraphs 15, 77, and 78. The
“Syllabus of Errors’ accompanied the encyclical “Quanta Cura’. In reading it, remember that Pius
condemned every satement that you are reading. This encyclicd isavailable on-line.
http:/AMnww.geocities.com/papa encyclica S/PiusD9/p9syll.htm
http:/Mmww.stthomasaguinas.net/encyclica s/Pius09/POSYLL.HTM
http:/Amww.reformation.org/syllabus of piushtml

Pope Leo XIII,” Libertas Praestantissmum” (“On the Nature of Human Liberty”), June 20, 1888,
paragraph 42. Thisencyclicd isavailable on-line.
http://fsspx.freefr/en/popes/’Leo_XIIl_LIBERTAS.htm
http:/Mww.saint-mike.org/Library/Papd_Library/LeoXl111/EncyclicaS/Libertashtml

21. “Dignitatis Humanag® (“Declaration on Religious Liberty”). In Austin Hannery (editor), “Vatican
Council I, The Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents,” New Revised Edition, Volume 1 (Northport,
New Y ork: Cogtello Publishing Company, 1975, 1996), pages 799-812.

22. Canon 1366, “Code of Canon Law,” Latin English edition, New English Trandation. (Washington,
DC: Canon Law Society of America, 1988), page 427. Canon Law provides the lega basisfor
everything that the Roman Catholic Church does. Even the Inquisition and the persecution of
Protestants were based on Canon Law.

23. “The Errors of Pope Pius1X”. This article gives extensve quotations, with references to Pope Pius
IX’s encyclicas and documents from the Second Vatican Council. Itison-line
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http:/AMww.womenpriests.org/teaching/piusix.htm

“Summary of the Principd Errors of Vatican || Ecclesology.” Thisarticleison-line
http://www.truecatholic.org/v2eccleso.htm

Lucian Pulvermacher, “Vatican Il Council -- Accepts Freedom of Religion, Teaches Heresy” in
“Caritas Newdetter,” August 19, 1989. This article is on the Internet.
http://www.truecatholic.org/car8908.htm

24. Patrick John Pollock, “101 Heresies of Anti-Pope John Paul 11.” Internet article.
http://mww.truecatholic.org/heresegp2.htm

25. Lucian Pulvermacher, “Papd Election,” “Caritas Election News#1". Internet article.
http://mww.truecatholic.org/dectionnewsl.htm

CHAPTER 8-- THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE BIBLE
1. William Webgter, “The Church of Rome a the Bar of Hitory” (Carlide, Pennsylvania: The Banner
of Truth Trust, 1995), page 8. “The Canon of the New Testament: A Brief Introduction”. Thisarticdle
isavalable on-line

http:/AMww.tmch.net/ntcanon.htm

2. Wadter A. Elwdl (editor), “Evangdicd Dictionary of Theology” (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker
Book House, 1984), page 141.

3. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity,” page 273. The author is Cathalic.
4. “Tyndde, William” in “World Book Encyclopedia’ (on CD-Rom).
5. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chridtianity,” page 273.

6. Thisinformation comes from an on-line biography of William Tyndde which is available at
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/10/06.html

7. “Wycliffe, John,” “Lollards,” and “Bible’ in “World Book Encyclopedia’ (on CD-Rom).

8. “Tyndde, William” and “Bible’ in “World Book Encyclopedia’ (on CD-Rom).

9. “Bible’ in “World Book Encyclopedid’ (on CD-Rom).

10. Pope Pius IX, “Qui Pluribus’ (*On Faith and Religion”), November 9, 1846, paragraph 14. This

encyclicd isavallable ontline.
http:/Aww.geocities.com/papd encyclical §/Pius09/p9quiplu.htm



http://Amww.ourladyswarriors.org/teach/quiplur.htm
http:/mww.ewtn.comvlibrary/ENCY C/POQUIPLU.HTM

Pope Pius X, “Nostis et Nobiscum” (“On the Church in the Pontifical States’), December 8, 1849,
paragraph 14 Thisencydlicd isavailable on-line,

http://www.geocities.com/papa encyclica /PiusD9/pOnogtishtm
http:/Awww.catholic-forum.com/saints/pope0255z.htm

http://ewtn.com/library/ENCY C/PONOSTISHTM

11. Pope Pius X, “Quanta Cura’ (“Condemning Current Errors’), December 8, 1864. The “error” is
given in Section 3, second paragraph. (Most numbered sections consst of only one paragraph. This
section has two paragraphs.) The condemnation of al of the “errors’ described in the encydlicd is
givenin paragraph 6. Thisencydlicd isavailable on-line.

http://www.pax- et-veritas.org/Popes/Pius | X/quantacu.htm
http:/Aww.catholic-forum.com/saints/pope0255e.htm
http://Amww.dickinson.edu/~rhyne/232/Six/Quanta_Cura_Both.html

Pope Pius IX, “The Syllabus of Errors,” December 8, 1864, paragraphs 15, 77, and 78. The
“Syllabus of Errors’ accompanied the encyclica “Quanta Curd’. In reading it, remember that Pius
condemned every statement that you are reading. This encyclicd is available on-line
http:/Aww.geocities.com/papa encyclica §Pius09/p9syll.htm
http:/Mmww.stthomasaguinas.net/encyclical YPius09/POSY LL.HTM
http:/AMww.reformation.org/syllabus of piushtml

Pope Leo XIII,” Libertas Praestantissmum” (* On the Nature of Human Liberty”), June 20, 1888,
paragraph 42. Thisencyclicd isavailable on-line.
http://fsspx.freefr/en/popes/Leo_XIIl_LIBERTAShtm
http:/Amww.saint-mike.org/Library/Papd_Library/LeoXII1/Encyclicag/Libertashtml

12. “Catechism of the Catholic Church” (Washington, DC: U.S. Catholic Conference, 2000),
paragraph 891. The “Catechism” is available in many languages and many editions. It has numbered
paragraphs so you can locate things precisdy, no matter what language it isin or what edition you are
using. Itisavalable online with a search engine.
http://www.christusrex.org/www2/kerygmalcec/searcheat.html

http://www.schorromeo.org

13. “Catechism of the Catholic Church,” paragraphs numbered 80, 84, 86, and 97.
14. * Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraphs numbered 78, 98, 113, 2650, and 2661.

15. “Catechism of the Catholic Church,” paragraphs numbered 85, 87, 100, 862, 891, 939, 2034,
2037, 2041, and 2050.



16. Wdter A. Elwdl (editor), “Evangelicad Dictionary of Theology,” pages 66-67.

17. Gregory Koukl, “The Apocrypha,” 1998. Thisarticleisavailable on-line. 1t has a search engine.
Search for “ apocrypha’.
http://Aww.str.org

18. The Epistle of Jude refersto an event which is described in the Book of Enoch, awork which was
familiar to hisreaders. However, Jude does not state or imply that the book itself isinspired Scripture.
Rather, he usesit in amanner which issSmilar to amodern pastor using current events or awell known
book or movieto illugtrate a point which heis making in his sermon. The Book of Enoch is not one of

the Apocrypha. It isnot part of the Catholic Bible.

19. The Book of Tobit isavailable on-line
http:/Awww.hti.umich.edw/cgi/r/rsvirsv-idx2type=DIV 1& byte=3785365
http://ww.sacred-texts.com/chr/apo/tob.htm

20. “Internationd Standard Bible Encyclopedia,” Electronic Database, 1996, by Biblesoft (aBible
study program).

CHAPTER 9-- MANDATORY CELIBACY

1. “Current Statistics and Facts’. Thisarticleis on a Catholic web site.
http://mww.rentapriest.com/dtatistics.htm

2. Mdachi Martin, “The Decline and Fal of the Roman Church” (New Y ork: G.P. Putnam’s Sons,
1981), pages 141-142. John Shugter, “A Concise History of the Married Priesthood in Our Roman
Catholic Tradition.” Thisarticleisontline

http: mwww.rentapriest.comv/history.htm

3. Philip S. Kaufman, “Why Y ou Can Disagree -- And Remain a Faithful Catholic” (New Expanded
and Revised Edition) (New Y ork: Crossroad, 1995), page 46. Philip Kaufman is a Roman Catholic
priest. Thischapter isavailable on-line a a Catholic web ste. Mogt of the information is on page 4 of
my print-out. Some details come from other articleswhich are listed below. These articles dl come
from Catholic web Stes.

http://mww.ga.osh.org/kaufman/chapter3.ntml

“A Concise Hitory of the Married Priesthood in Our Roman Catholic Tradition.” Theinformation is
on page 5 of my print-out.
http://mww.rentapriest.com/history.htm

“Birth Control and the Catholic Church.” The information is on page 4 of my print-out.
http://members.aol.com/revisng/history.html



John Shuster, “39 Popes Were Married -- Part IV” subtitle, “Infdlibility: A ManMade Concept.” The
information is on page 1 of my print-out.
http://www.ffbcorpus.com/001204h.asp

4. Raymond A. Grosswirth, “Cedlibacy”. Thisarticle iswritten by a Catholic who believes that married
men should be alowed to become priests. Itison-line
http:/AMww.angel fire.com/ga2/religious/cdibacy.html

5. Married Priests Web Site
http:/Amww.marriedpriests.org/

6. Good Tidings Ministry
http:/mww.marriedpriests.org/GoodTidingshtm

7. Minigtries and Groups
http://mww.marriedpriests.org/MinistriesAndGroups.htm

8. “Current Statistics and Facts.” Thisarticleis on-line
http://mww.rentapriest.com/dtatistics.htm

CHAPTER 10 -- A MODERN BID FOR POWER

1. Mdachi Martin, “The Keys of This Blood: Pope John Paul |1 Versus Russa and the West for
Control of the New World Order.” (New York: Smon & Schuster, 1990.)

2. “Code of Canon Law,” Latin English edition, New English Trandation. (Washington, DC: Canon
Law Society of America, 1988.) Canon Laws provide the legd bassfor everything that the Roman
Catholic Church does. Even the Inquisition and the persecution of Protestants were based on Canon
Law. These are short laws, sometimes consisting of only one paragraph. They are easly obtained. All
of them are contained in one thick book which costs lessthan | expected. They are listed by Canon
number.

CHAPTER 11-- THE NUMBERS GAME
There are no notes for this chapter.
CHAPTER 12 -- CONCLUSION
There are no notes for this chapter.
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1. “Some Important Marian Apparitions’. Theinformation is on pages 1 and 2 of my print-out.
http://members.aol.comv/bjw1106/marians.htm

2. “Some Important Marian Apparitions’. (See Note 1.)

3. Paul Johnson, “A Higtory of Chrigtianity” (New Y ork: Touchstone, Simon & Schuster, 1976, 1995),
pages 105-107 and 161-166. Paul Johnson is a prominent historian and a Cathalic.

4. Paul Johnson, “A History of Chrigtianity,” page 226.
5. “Some Important Marian Apparitions’. (See Note 1.)

6. Dave Hunt, “A Woman Rides the Beast,” (Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House Publishers, 1994),
pages 239-240.

7. William Steuart McBirnie, “The Search for the Twelve Apogtles’ (Whegaton, lllinois: Living Books,
Tynda e House Publishers, 1973, 1982), page 103.
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Y ou can download this book from my web site (www.CatholicConcerns.com). Y ou can write me
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